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EPDC compiled sample test items to inform learning outcomes data for
the ASER-India, ASER-Pakistan, UWEZO, and Beekungo learning
assessments. These assessments all test basic reading and math skills in
similar ways, but the exact content, difficulty of questions, and criteria for
passing a level vary by country and sometimes by year. The samples in this
document provide a sense of these differences and are taken directly from
the reports cited. The catalog includes items from the assessments that
EPDC offers data for, and users should consult the assessment websites
for additional years of reports as well as more detailed information about
the assessments.




Contents

Math Assessments — SAMPIE TS ILEMS ..o .uiiiiiiiiie et e e s e e s sbe e e e e sabaeeessssreeeeas 3
ASER: INAI@ 2005 ...ttt ettt h e s h e sttt b e b e he e e a et et e et e e be e e bt e sheesan e et e bt e beenes 3
ASER: INAIQ 2006 ...ttt ettt ettt ae e sttt et e bt e b e bt s a et e et et e e bt e e he e sheesanesane e bt e beenes 5
ASER: INAI@ 2008 ...ttt ettt ettt e st e s bt e s ae e st e st b e e bt e e bt e s he e ea et e ate e bt e sbeeeheeshtesatesateeabeebeeaes 7
ASER: INAI2 2009 ...ttt ettt ettt ettt sttt e b e s bt e bt ea e e bt e bt e ehe e ehe e e ate e be e be e be e bt e naeesateentean 11
ASER: INAI2 2000 ..ttt ettt et b e h e st et b e s he e et e st e bt e b e e beenneesaeeeareen 13
ASER: INAI@ 2001 ...ttt ettt ettt b e s b e s a e et b e b e e b e s ae e st e bt e b e e beenreesaeeearean 17
ASER: INAI@ 2002 ...ttt ettt b e h e ettt b e e bt e e at e st e et e e be e bt e areeeaeeearean 19
ASER: PAKiSTAN 2008........cccuteteeieeriieritesteesieesteesttesatestesseeseesseesseesasessseeseesteesseesasesasesnbeeseesseesaeesnsesnsenn 21
ASER: PAKiSTAN 20710 .cuuieiieieeieerieenite st eieesteesttesitestesbe e beesbeesaeesatessbeeteesbeesheesaeesabeenbeenbeenbeenaeesateenteen 23
ASER: PaKiSTan 2017 ....c.ueiiuiieiieieetee ettt ettt sttt ettt b e s bt st e e e bt e s b e she e sat e st e et e e be e bt e ebeesaeeeanean 24
ASER: PaKiSTan 2012......ueiiieieeieeeiee ettt ettt ettt et b e bt et ettt b e she e s ae e st e et e e beenbeesbeesaeeennean 26
ASER: PaKiSTan 2013..... .ttt ettt ettt st ettt s bt e s bt sa e e et e bt e b e e she e s aeeeabe et e e be e b e e sreesaeeenrean 28
BEEKUNZO: IMali 2013 ..ottt et e e et e e e et ee e e e sbt e e e e sbaeeeesbteeeesabteeeesastaeeeanstaeeeasreeessnren 30
UWEZO: KENYA 2009 ......uiiiiiiieiieesieesitesiteste st e bt e it esseesseesaeesasessseesseasseesssesssesusesasessesnseesseessessseesnsesnses 31
L8V @ N Q=T 017 TP A 0 i K PNt 32
UWEZO: TanZania 2010.......cueiiiiiiieeiiiee ettt ettt e s e e s e e s sbee e e s s meeeessareneessneeeesannes 34
UWEZO: Tanzania 201 1......coociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciitcree ettt san e b sba e s sane e s 35
UWEZO: UBANAA 2010 ....eeeeeriieiiieieeieeeieeste ettt ettt et st s et e bt e sbeesanesanesaneen e e bt e nneesmeesmeesmneenneen 37
UWEZO: UBANAA 2011 ...ttt ettt ettt st sttt e s b st esan e san e e n e e bt e sneesneesmeesaeeenneen 38

Reading Assessments — SAMPIE TEST ILEMIS ....ciiiuiiiieiiie ettt e e e e aree e e e e e e e eabe e e e enbeeeeenreeas 40
ASER: INAI@ 2005 ...ttt ettt ettt sttt b e s bt bt ea ettt e bt e bt e she e e atesabe e be e be e bt e areesaeeearean 40
ASER: INAIQ 2006 ...ttt ettt st ettt st sttt e b e h e st sn e s r e bt e r e reesaee e s 42
ASER: INAI@ 2008 ...ttt ettt sttt ettt et e b e b e st st e bt bt e r e s reesaeeeaneen 46
ASER: INAI@ 2009 ...ttt ettt ettt sttt b e s bt sh et ea et et e e bt e eb e e she e eateeabe e b e e be e bt e ebeesaeeearean 48
ASER: INAI2 2000 ...ttt ettt ettt st ettt b e bt sh et ea e e et e e bt e bt e ehe e eateeabe e be e be e bt e eaeesateearean 52
ASER: INAI@ 200 ...ttt ettt ettt b e s bt e bt ea e e e bt e be e e b e e ehe e e aeeeabe e be e bt e bt e eheesareeatean 54
ASER: INAIQ 2002 ...ttt et e b e b st st s b e b e b e e reesneeeareen 56
ASER: PaKiSTaN 2008........ccutetieieenteeniie it et ettt st sttt et e s bt sb e sttt e bt e bt s aaesane bt e be e b e e s neesneeeaneen 61
ASER: PaKiSTaN 2000....ccuiiiiiiieiiee ettt ettt sttt e sttt e st e bt e e s b e e ne e e s r e e s be e e s re e s beeeaneeesareeennreean 63
ASER: PaKiSTaN 2011ttt ettt sttt s et et e st e bt e e s b e e e ne e e st e e s be e e sare e s bee e neeesareeennreean 65



Y o R R R I =Y 1A O TR 70

F Y o o1 ] =T 0 PRSPPI 75
BEEKUNZO: Mali 2003 ...ooiiiiieie ettt ettt e et e e e e e tte e e e ebte e e e ebaeeeeebteeeeeasaeeeeanstaeeesnstneeeaseeeenannes 80
UWEZO: KENYA 2009 ......uiiiuiiiiieiieeieesiee sttt ettt et e bt e s bt e saee st e st e et e e s beesbeesaeesasesaseeabeebeeabeenneesneesaeesnsenn 82
L8 Yy @ N (=T 017 A O N PPNt 83
UWEZO: TaNZania 2010.......uueeiiiiiieee et eieeee ettt e sttt e e s enee e e s s e e s sbeeeessneeeessaseeeessneneessaneneesaneneessnnen 85
UWEZO: Tanzania 2011 .....cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt et e s srae e e s srae e e s sara e e e s snaeeessanes 87
UWEZO: UBANAA 2010 ...ttt ettt ettt et she e st st et e e b e sheesatesasesabe e bt ebeenbeenneesneesneeennean 89
UWEZO: UBANAA 2011 ...ttt ettt sttt e bt esbeesae e st e st e et e e beenbeesneesmeesneeennean 90



Math Assessments — Sample Test Items
ASER: India 2005

Arithmetic tasks for Rani

Make sure children are relaxed. Chat
with them : ask them ~ who is their
best friend, what is their favourite
game ... Playing simple games may
also help. When the child seems
relaxed then you can introduce the
testing tasks. Give children time to
become familiar with the tool and
the task. Each tester has several
sample tests. Let the child practice
for a few minutes with one sample
paper. For actual testing use a
different one. If the child makes a
mistake, let her have another
chance. Show her a different
problem. If she is struggling with
subtraction, take her to number
recognition and then come back to
subtraction. Work with the child,
until you are sure of what the child is
able to do comfortably and
confidently.

A Math Test : 1
f;',‘ Sample Ador
Number Subtraction Division
- 38 - 56
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SUBTRACTION: 2 DIGIT WITH BORROWING

START HERE

SUBTRACTION

56

- 38

Point to any one of the subtraction sums. Ask the child
what the numbers are. For example: 56. If the child
says 5 and 6, ask her again to say what the number is
when the numbers are together. Point to the minus sign
and ask "what do you hawve to do?”

Once you have established that the child comectly
recognizes the numbers you are showing her, ask her to
write and solve the problem. Give her or let her choose
another similar problem from the sums on the page.
Observe the child as she solves the sum.

+

4

If she cannot correctly do the

subtraction problems, then give
her the number recognition task.

If she does both the subtraction
problems correctly, give her a
division problem.

i

MEXT, O NUMBER
RECOGNITION

Number
Recagnition
(20-100)

36

48

Point one by one to at
least 5 numbers.

Ask her to identify
numbers.

If she can correctly
identify at least 4 out of 5
numbers them mark her as
a child who can “recognize
numbers.”

If not, mark her as a child
whia “cannot even

|

MEXT; DO DIVISION

Show the child the
division problems. She
can choose one to try.
Ask her to tell you what

the problem is and what
Division she has to do.

3 digit
by Ask her to write and
1 digit solve the problemn.

Observe what she does.

if she is able to correctly
7 iiﬁﬂi solve the problem, then
mark her as a “division
child.”

If she is unable to do

one problemn, give her
another problem from
the sheet.

If she is unable to solve
any division problem
corectly, mark her as a
child who can do
*subtraction®.

Source: ASER 2005 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2006

Can Rani recognize numbers? Can Rani subtract?
Can Rani divide?

Arithmetic tasks for Rani...

Like Rani, all children were assessed
using a simple arithmetic tool.
arithmetic test has 3 categories:

e Number recognition: randomly
chosen numbers from 11 to 99

e Subtraction: 2 digit numerical
problems with carryover

e Division: 3 digit by 1 digit
numerical problems.

The

MATH TEST/ 70N (4)

Sample:
Arithmetic]
test

Similar
tests
developed
inall
languages

Number/ Tl Y891 Subtraction /9] Division/ 3
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How to test arithmetic? Can Rani do Arithmetic?

START HERE

WITH

SUBTRACTION

56

-38

@ Point to any one of the subtraction sums. Ask the child
what the numbers are. For example: 56. If the child says
5 and 6, ask her again to say what the number is when
the numbers are together. Point to the minus sign and
ask "what do you have to do?”

® Once you have established that the child correctly recog-
nizes the 2 digit numbers you are showing her, ask her to
write and solve the problem. Give her or let her choose
another similar problem from the sums on the page. Ob-
serve the child as she solves the sum.

-

If she cannot correctly do the
subtraction problems, then give
her the number recognition task.

1

NEXT, DO NUMBER

RECOGNITION
@ Point one by one to at
R:::::I:iron least 5 numbers.
pEaies) ® Ask her to identify
numbers.
® If she can correctly
3 6 identify at least 4 out of
S numbers then mark
her as a child who can
4 8 "recognize numbers.”
® If not, mark her as a

child who “cannot even
recognize numbers.”

1

If she does both the subtraction
problems correctly, give her a
division problem.

.

NEXT, DO DIVISION

Division
3 digit

by
1 digit

7 5468

Show the child the
division problems. She
can choose one to try.
Ask her to tell you what
the problem is and what
she has to do.

Ask her to write and
solve the problem.

Observe what she does.
if she is able to correctly
solve the problem, then
mark her as a child who
can do “division”

If she is unable to do one
problem, give her
another problem from
the sheet.

If she is unable to solve
any division problem
correctly, mark her as a
child who can do
"subtraction”.

Source: ASER 2006 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2008

ASER 2008 : ARITHMETIC TASKS...

All children were assessed using a simple
arithmetic tool. The arithmetic test has 3
categories:

Number recognition 1 to 9 : randomly
chosen numbers from
1to9

Number recognition 11 to 99 : randomly
chosen numbers from
11to 99

Subtraction: 2 digit numerical problems
with borrowing

Division: 3 digit by 1 digit numerical
problems.

MATH TEST /7101 SAMPLE(3
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How TO TEST ARITHMETIC?

written numerical form.

SUBTRACTION: 2 DIGIT WITH BORROWING

Show the child the subtraction problems. She can choose, if not you can point.

Ask the child what the numbers are. She should be able to correctly identify the 2 digit
numbers and the subtraction symbol.

Ask herto do a second one.

Mow ask her to write and solve the problem. Observe to see if she does it in the correct

If she cannot correctly do the subtraction
problems, then give her the number
recognition (11-100) task.

NUMBER RECOGNITION
(11-100)

Point one by one to at least S numbers. Child
can also choose.

Ask her to identify num bers.

If she can correctly  identify at least 4 out
of 5 numbers then mark her as a child who
can “recognize numbers from 11-100."

v

If she cannot recognize numbers from
11-99, then give her the number
recognition (1-9) task.

NUMBER RECOGNITION
(1-9)

Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child
can also choose.

Ask her to identify num bers.

If she can correctly  identify at least 4 out
of 5 numbers then mark her as a child who
can “recognize numbers from 1-9.”

If not, mark her as a child who “cannot
recognize numbers™ or “nothing”.

v

If she does both the subtraction problems
comectly, ask her to do a division problem.

DIVISION

3 pIGITEY 1 DIGIT

Show the child the division problems. She
can choose one to try. If not, then you pick
one. Ask her totell you what the problem is
and what she has to do.

Ask her to write and solve the problem.

Observe what she does. If she is able to
correctly solve the problem, then mark her
as achild who can do "division”

If she is unable to do one problem, give her
another problem from the sheet.

If she is unable to solve any division problem
correctly, mark her as a child who can do
“subtraction™.




ASER 2008 : TELLING TIME

Tasks related to daily life:

How well can children do tasks related
to daily life?

Athome orinschool, several timesaday
people look at a clock orwatch. In most
states, maths textbooks teach children
how to tell time from Std Ill onwards.

Show clock. Ask time.

There were two tasks for telling time

Clock One had telling time in 15 minute
intervals; for example: onthe hour, 15 mins
past the hour, 30 mins past the hour or 45
mins past the hour.

Clock Two had telling time in 5 minute
intervals.

Children were marked for each of these
tasks. The findings reported in the report
arefor children who could telltime correctly
in both clocks.




ASER 2008 : CURRENCY TASKS

TEST ALL CHILDREN IN THE AGE GROUF OF
S5TO 16 YEARS

Tasks related to daily life:

Children are familiar with money. From
a young age, they observe and they
participate in money transactions. In
many states, textbooks have cumrency
related tasks from Std 3 onwards.

Apart from the usual arithmetic
questions that are asked each each year,
in 2008, children were asked to do two
currency related tasks that are
described below.

BONUS TEST
SAMPLE 3

TELL THE TIME

Fs M"'\ JJ

..] T
J -

\ u ' h
\

1 -iWhIct»v hqnd hosﬁ more

Wihe chldcancc*v:&hﬁon By fwo oplicns, mark "Can Do olse mark ;

Ask ony Two

‘Capnot Do"

2 . Fun with money

Ask any one of the twa opllons given: Every Oplion has fwo questions.

2

|® 100 +50+10=7 | Ask any
One

| ® 504104107

® 100+«10+10=7
® S50+50+«10=7

Ask chisd ima on both Ihe
clocks,

I the child correcily onswers bioth guestions of ony one oplion. mark "Con
Do" =lse mork “Cannol Do™.

Source: ASER 2008 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2009

ASER 2009 : ARITHMETIC TASKS

All children were assessed using a simple
arithmetic tool. The arithmetic test has 3
categories:

® Number recognition 1 to 9 : randomly

chosen numbers from
1to9
® Numberrecognition11t099: mndomly
chosen numbers from
11to 99
® Subtraction: 2digit numerical problems
with borrowing
® Division: 3 digit by 1 digit numerical
problems.
MATH TEST/1fOI SAMPLE(3
3@ g HE EE T wm
1—-9 11—99
1[4 )[[s2)[ss]| 37 € | DC
) L /| -29 - 39 :
——— Sample:
e 37 27 47 35 Arithmetic
— ] T— test
7 | 3 -28 -17 6) 824 (
|| 55| 28
6 I[ 9 ||“—'“—| 92 74
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91 65 ||Similar tests
- developed
5 2 52 66 inall
A languages
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How TO TEST ARITHMETIC?

START HERE

written numerical form.

Ask her to do a second one.

SUBTRACTION: 2 DIGIT WITH BORROWING

Ask the child what the numbers are.

Show the child the subtraction problems. She can choose, if not you can point.

Mow ask herto write and solve the problem. Observe to see if she does it in the correct

If she cannot do both subtraction problems,
then give herthe number recognition (11-100)
task.

NUMBER RECOGNITION

v

If she does both the subtraction problems
correctly, ask her to do a division problem.

DIVISION
3 DIGIT BY 1 DIGIT

{11-100)

Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child
can also choose.

Ask herto identifythe numbers.

Ifshe can correctly identifyat least 4 out of 5
numbers then mark her as a child who can
“recognize numbersfrom 11-100.7

v

Ifshe cannot recognizenumbers from 11-99,
then give her the number recognition (1-9)
task.

NUMBER RECOGNITION
(1-9)

Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child
can also choose.

Ask her to identify numbers.

Ifshe cam correctly identifyatleast 4 out of 5
numbers then mark her as a child who can
“recognize numbers from 1-9.”

If not, mark her as a child who “cannot
recognize numbers” or “nothing”.

Show the child the division problems. She
can choose one to try. 1f not, then you pick
one. Ask her to tell you what the problem is
and what she has to do.

Ask her towrite and solve the problem.

Observe what she does. If she is able to
correctly solve the problem, then mark heras
a child who can do "division”

If she is unable to do one problem, give her
another problem from the sheet.

If she is unable to solve a division problem
correctly, mark her as a child who can do
“subtraction”.

12




ASER: India 2010

ASER 2010 : ARITHMETIC TASKS

All children were assessed using a simple arithmetic tool.
The arithmetic test has 4 categories:

® Number recognition 1 to 9 : randomly chosen
numbers between 1 to 9

® Number recognition 11 to 99 : randomly chosen
numbers between 11 to 99

® Subtraction: 2 digit numerical problems with
borrowing

® Division: 3 digit by 1 digit numerical problems.

MATH TEST/ 7101 SAMPLE(1

T gEaH &= gEEH T —
1-9 11-99
3 |[7 ||[e5][38 gi I_‘; 8 919(
: > ; = = Sample:
Arithmetic
(% 92 23 48 75 test
- 29 - 37 75 869(
P S 47 72
8 9 — e 46 31
) Nl - 38 - 15 W
583 imi
56 87 s:levl«eTo:)eesct!s
in all
5 ] [ 2 65 23 languages
29 || 11| -18 -14 | 3)592(
du i, R ¢ Wi 0l ity | g9, B 4w 8wty @ wh) A @ wl A e wmaﬂn-ﬁ-;
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How TO TEST ARITHMETIC?

START HERE

Subtraction: 2 digit with borrowing

Show the child the subtraction problems. She can choose a problem, if not you can point.
Ask the child what the numbers are and then ask her to identify the subtraction sign.

If the child is able to identify the numbers and the sign, ask her to write and solve the problem.
Observe to see if the answer is correct.

Even if the first subtraction problem is answered wrong, still ask the child to solve the second
guestion. Follow the same steps.

If the child makes a careless mistake, then give her another chance with the same question.

v

If shie cannot do both subtraction problems correctly, then
give her the number recognition (11-99) task.

v

If she does both the subtraction problems correctly, ask
herto do a division problem.

Number Recognition

(11-99)

Division
3 digit by 1 digit

Point one by one to 5 numbers, Child can also choose.
Ask herto identify the numbers.

If she can correctly identify at least & out of 5 numbers
then mark her as a child who can “recognize numbers
from 11-99."

v

Show the child the division problems. She can choose
oneto try. If not, then you pick one.

Ask her towrite and solvethe problem.

Observe what she does. If sheis able tocomrectly solve the
problem, then mark her asa child whocan do “division™.
Mote: Both the quotient and the remainder have to be
comect.

If the child makes a careless mistake, then give the
child another chance with the same guestion.

If she cannof recognize num:fvers from 11-9% then give
her the number recognition {1-9) fask.

If thechild is unable fo solve a division problem correctily,
mark her as a child who can do “Subfraction”,

Number

(1-9)

Point one by one to 5 numbers, Child can also choose.

Ask herto identify numbers.,

If she can correctly identify at least & out of 5 numbers
then mark her as a child who can “recognize numbers
from 1-9."

If not, mark her as a child who “cannot recognize
numbers” or *nothing™.

14




ASER 2010 : EVERYDAY MATH TASKS

All childrenin Std 5 and above were assessed on simple
application based everyday Math problems.Thetask had
4 categories:

® Money task: Solving money related word problems
based on prices given ona menu card.

o Calendar task: Finding dates and days in a calendar.
® Area: Calculating the area of a field.

o Estimation: Estimating the volume of a given figure.
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How 10O TEST EVERYDAY MATH TASKS?

Target age group for the Bonus Tool
@ [f currently enrolledin school- Std 5 and above.
e If cumently out of school-10to 16 years ofage.

Administer thetool to all such children even if you think sheor
he will not be able to solve any of the questions.

Process for Administration of the Tool

1. Thebonus tool will be administered after the ASER
basic tools. It is administered for each child (one on
one testing). Theorder of testing should ALWAYS be:
first Language, then Math and then the bonus tool.

2. Read each question clearlyto the child. Do not read
the questions more than twice to the child. Repeat
the question once if necessary. The child can solve
the questions on a separate piece of paper or orally.

3. Be patient and give enough time to solve each
question. Administering this tool may take 15-20
minutes or even longer for each child.

4. If you think the child is making a careless mistake
then ask her to look carefully and solve the question
again.

5.

10.

Do not alter/change the question to make it easier
forthe child. Please stick to the questionin the tool.

Do not teach the child the mathematical concept of
the question. You are there to test the child, not
teach her.

Q1-Q2: Show the child the pictureofthe menu card.
Tell her that itis a menu card and that you are going
to ask guestions based on the menu card. DO NOT
READ THE MENU OUT TO THE CHILD.

Only give the example that is given in the Menu Card.

Q3-Q4: Show the picture of the calendarto the child
and tell her that it's a calendar. Also that you are
going to ask questions based on this calendar.

Do not tell the child that August comes after July.

Q5-Qé: If the child does not answer Q5 (the area
question) comectly, then skip Q6 and go to Q7.

The child does not need to answer the question with
the unit of measurement i.e. if the child says 250
withoutsaying 250 Rs, itshould be marked correct.

Q7-Q8: Tell the child that these two questions are
multiple choice questions, and that she needs to
choose the correct answer.

NOTE: All surveyors should solveall the questions of the bonus toolindividually during the training.

Source: ASER 2010 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2011

ASER 2011 : Arithmetic tasks

All children were assessed using a simple arithmetic
tool. The arithmetic test has 4 categories:

Nurmber recognition 1 to 9: randomly chosen numbers
between 1to 9

Number recognition 11 to 99: randomly chosen
numbers between 11 to 99

Subtraction: 2 digit numerical problems with
borrowing

Division: 3 digit by 1 digit numerical problemns.
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How to test arithmetic?

SUBTRACTION: 2 DIGIT WITH BORROWING

START Show the child the subtraction problems. She can choose a problem, if not you can point.
HERE: Ask the child what the numbers are and then ask her to identify the subtraction sign.

If the child is able to identify the numbers and the sign, ask her to write and solve the problem. Observe
to see if the answer is comect.

Even if the first subtraction problem is answered wrong, still ask the child to sclve the second question
with the same method.

If the child makes a careless mistake, then give her another chance with the same question.

b4 v

If she cannot do both subtraction problems If she does both the subtraction problems correctly,
correctly, then give her the number recogmition (11- ask her to do a division problem.

89} task. Fven f the child can do one subtraction

problem comectly, give her the number recognition

(11-99) task.
NUMBER RECOGNITION (11-99) DIVISION 3 digit by 1 digit

Point one by one to 5 numbers. Child can also

choose.
Ask her to identify the numbers.

If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5
numbers then mark her as a child who can
"recognize numbers from 11-99.7

Show the child the division problems. She can
choose one to try. If not, then you pick one.

Ask her to write and solve the problem.

Observe what she does. If she is able to comectly
solve the problem, then mark her as a child who
can do "division”.

Mote: The quotient and the
remainder both have to be correct.

If the child makes a careless mistake, then gve her
another chance with the same question.

v

If she cannot recognize numbers from 11-99, then
give her the number recogrmition (1-9) task

NUMBER RECOGNITION (1-9)

Point one by one to 5 numbers. Child can also
choose.

ff the child 5 unable to sole a division problem
correctly, mark her as a child who can do
"subtraction .

Ask her to identify numbers.

If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of &
numbers then mark her as a child who can
“recognize numbers from 1-8.7

If not, mark her as a child who “cannot recognize
numbers” or “nothing”.

Source: ASER 2011 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2012

ASER 2012 : Arithmetic tasks

All chlldren were assessed using a simple arithmetic
tool. The arithmetic test has 4 categorles:

Number recognition 1 to 9: randomly chosen numbers
between 1 t0 9.

Number recognition 11 to 99: randomly chosen
numbers between 11 to 99.

Subtraction: 2 digit numerical problems with
borrowing.

Division: 3 digit by 1 digit numerical problems.
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How to test arithmetic?

SUBTRACTION 2 digit with borrowing

Show the child the subtraction problems. Ask her to solve any two problems, one at a time. She can choose

START
HERE:

NUMBER RECOGNITION (10-99)

4

a problem, if not you can point.

Ask the child what the numbers are and then ask the child to identify the subtraction sign.
If the child is able to identify the numbers and the sign, ask her to wnite and solve the problem. Observe to

see if the answer is correct.

Even if the first subtraction problem is answered wrong, still ask the child to solve the second question with
the same method. If the second problem is correct ask the child to try and do the first problem again.
If the child makes a careless mistake, then give the child another chance with the same guestion.

A

If the child cannot do both subtraction problems
comectly, then ask the child to recognise numbers
from 10-99.

Even if the child does just one subtraction problem
wrong, ave her the number recognition (10-99) task.

Ask the child toidentify any 5 numbers from the list.
Let the child choose the numbers herself. If she does
not choose, then point out 5 numbers to her.

If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of &
numbers then mark her at "Number Recognition
(10-949) level”

h 4

If the child cannot recognize numbers from 10-99,
then ask the child to recognise numbers from 1-9.

NUMBER RECOGNITION (1-9)

l

Ask the child to identify any 5 numbers from the list.
Let the child choose the numbers herself. if she does
not choose, then point out 5 numbers to her.

If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5
nurmbers then mark her at "Number Recognlition
(1-9) level'.

If the child is not at "'number recognition (1-9)° level
(Cannot recognize numbers 1-9) mark her at
‘Beginner Level'.

A

If the child does both the subtraction problems
correctly, ask her to do a division problem.

DIVISION 3 digit by 1 digit

Show the child the division problems. She can choose
one problem. If not, then you pick one.
Ask her to write and solve the problem.

Observe what she does. If she is able to corectly
solve the problemn, then mark the child at ‘Division
Level’. Note: The quotient and the remainder both
hawve to be correct.

If the child makes a careless mistake, then give the
child another chance with the same guestion.

If the child is unable to solve a division problem
correctly, mark the child at ‘Subtractlon level”.

MOTE: ASK THE CHILD TO SOLVE THE MATH
PROBLEMS AT THE BACK OF THE HOUSEHOLD
SURVEY SHEET.

Source: ASER Pakistan 2012: Annual Status of Education Report. Retrieved from http://www.aserpakistan.org/
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ASER: Pakistan 2008

Arithmetic Tools:

There are four categories used in arithmetic tool as same as in reading tool, for assessing arithmetic
skills of children which are as following:

1. Number recognition 1 to 9: randomly chosen numbers from 1 to 9.
2. Number recognition 11 to 99: randomly chosen numbers from 11 to 99.
3. Subtraction:
+ 2 digits subtraction problems which must have borrowing.
+  Not put any number that have zero in the unit place.
4. Division:
* 3 digits by 1 digit division problems
+  Keep the number "divisors”
+  Between 4 and 8 not include digit 5.
STEPS FOR ASSESSING BASIC ARITHMETIC SKILLS

Child's
Arithmetic *  How to test and what criteria to use for categorizing children
level
Division: *  Show the child the division problems. She can choose one to try. If not, then
3 digits by 1 you can pick one. Ask her to tell you what the problem is and what she has to
digit do.
*  Then write the problem on a piece of paper and ask her to solve it
*  Watch what she does.
+  If she is able to follow the right method and come to the rght answer, then
mark her as a "division” child.
+  If she is unable to do one problem, give her another problem from the sheet.
« Ifshe is unable to do either, mark her as a "subtraction child".
Subtraction: 2 +  Show the child the subtraction problems. She can choose one. If not, then you
digits borrowing can pick one.
*  Show the child the number on the top row of any problem and ask what that is
—r (e.g. 56). If the child says 5 and 6, ask her again to say what the number 1s
when the numbers are together. Probe to see if she can recognize and identify
Start here 2 digit numbers. Show her the number on the next line and do the same.
Point to the minus sign and ask "what do vou have to do”. Once you have
established that the child knows the numbers and knows what to do, then
write down the sum on a piece of paper yourself or ask the child to copy it on
a piece of paper and ask her to solve it. Watch while she solves it. See if she
correctly moves from the units column to the tens column and solves the
problem.
*  Give her another similar problem from the sums on the page.
*  If she correctly does both then show her the division problem.
+  If she does not want to attempt the division problem or is unable to do it, then
mark the child as a "subtraction” child.
*  If she cannot correctly do the subtraction problems then give her the number
recognition task described below.
Number +  Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose them.
recognition: 11- «  Ask her to identify the numbers.
99 « If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers, then mark her
"Number Recognize 11-99" child. If not then give her the number
recognition 1 to 9 task.

21



Number *  Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose them.
recognition: *  Ask her to identify the numbers.

lw? + If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers then mark her
"Number Recognize 1- 9" child.

Beginner !

Nothing +  Child cannot recognize any numbers.

Source: ASER Pakistan 2008: Annual Status of Education Report. Retrieved from http://www.aserpakistan.org/
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ASER:

Pakistan 2010

Basic Math

Tick the Relevant Box, the highest level of learning/ numeracy (e.g. Nothing, Number Recognition 1 -9, Number Recognition
11-99, Subtraction, and Division), the child achieves during the arithmetic ability Test. REMEMBER TO USE BOTH SAMPLES
OF TOOLS GIVEN to you. For Arithmetic Test Process see following Table

STEPS FOR ASSESSING BASIC MATHS

Child’s math

How to test and what criteria to use for categorizing children

level
Division: 3 digit Show the child the division problems. She can choose one to try. If not, then you can
by 1 digit pick one. Ask her to tell you what the problem is and what she has to do.

Then write the problem on a piece of paper and ask her to solve it.

Watch what she does

If she is able to follow the right method and come to the right answer, then mark her as
a “division child.

If she is unable to do one problem, give her another problem from the sheet.

If she is unable to do either, mark her as a “subtraction child”

Subtraction: 2
digit borrowing

Start Here

Show the child the subtraction problems. She can choose one. If not, then you can pick
one.

Show the child the number on the top row of any problem and ask what that is (e.g. 56).
If the child says 5 and 6, ask h er again to say what the number is when the numbers are
together. Probe to see if she can recognize and identify 2 digit numbers. Show h er the
number on the next line and do the sam e. Point to the minus sign and ask “what do you
have to do”. It is not necessary that s/he should use the term MINUS or SUBSTRACT,
consider it correct if she conveys the meaning in her local language (e.g. nikalna hai is
used for minus in Urdu)

Once you have established that the child knows the number s and knows what to do,
then write down the sum on a piece of paper yourself or ask the child to copy it on a
piece of paper and ask h er to solve it. Watch while she solves it. See if she correctly
moves from the units column to the tens column and solves the problem.

Give her another similar problem from the sums on the page.

If she correctly does both then show her the division problem.

If she does not want to attempt the division problem or is unable to d o it, then mark the
child as a “subtraction” child.

If she cannot correctly do the subtraction problems then give her the number
recognition task described below.

Number
recognition: 11-
99

Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose them.

Ask her to identify the numbers.

If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers , then mark her “Number Recog.
11 - 99” child. If not then give her the number recognition 1 to 9 task.

Number Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose them.

recognition: Ask her to identify the numbers.

1to9 If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers then mark h er “Number Recog. 1
- 9” child.

Beginner Child cannot even recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from the 1 to 9 num ber recognition list.

Source: ASER Pakistan 2010: Annual Status of Education Report. Retrieved from http://www.aserpakistan.org/
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ASER: Pakistan 2011

Subtraction

correct written numerical form.

Ask her to do a second one.

Show the child the subtraction problems. She can choose, if not you can point.

Ask her to write and solve the problems. Observe to see if she does it in the

If she cannot do both subtraction problems, then give her

the number recognition (11-100) task.

Number Recognition (11-100)

Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also
choose.

Ask her to identify the numbers.

If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers

11-100

then mark her as a child who can ‘recognize numbers from

If she cannot recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from 11-100,
then give her the number recognition 1-9 task.

If she does both the subtraction problems correctly,
ask her to do a division problem.

Division (3 digit by 1 digit)

Show the child the division problems. She can choose
one out of the rest.

Ask her to write and solve the problem,

Observe and see if she is able to correctly solve the
problem, then mark her as a child who can do ‘division’.

If she is unable to solve a division problem correctly,
mark her as a child who can do ‘subtraction’.

Number Recognition (1-9)

Ask her to identify numbers.

numbers from 1-9°

If not then mark her at the level ‘nothing’.

Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose.

If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers then mark her as a child who can ‘recognize

24



Math Tools
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ASER: Pakistan 2012

How to test Arithmetic?

Subtraction

written numerical form.
#* Ask her to do a second one.

* Show the child the subtraction problems. 5/he can choose, if not you can point.
» Ask her/him to write and solve the problems. Observe to see if she does it in the correct

!

!

If she cannot do both subtraction problems, then give her
the number recognition (11-100) task.

If she does both the subtraction problems
correctly, ask her to do a division problem.

Number Recognition (10-100)

Division (3 digit by 1 digit)

* Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also
choose.

* Ask her to identify the numbers.

» If she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers
then mark her as a child who can ‘recognize numbers
from 11-100°

If she cannot recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from 11-100,
then give her the number recognition 1-9 task.

Number Recognition (1-9)

# Show the child the division problems. She can
choose one out of the rest.

# Ask her to write and solve the problem.

# Observe and see if she is able to correctly solve
the problem, then mark her as a child who can
do ‘division”.

» |f she is unable to solve a division problem
correctly, mark her as a child who can do
‘subtraction’.

If he/she is able to do Subtraction / Division
correctly, then ask him/her to solve bonus
Questions.

= Ask her to identify numbers.

1-&
# |f not then mark her at the level ‘'nothing”.

* Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose.

= |f she can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers then mark her as a child who can ‘recognize numbers from

26




Math Tools
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ASER: Pakistan 2013

How to test Arithmetic?

Subtraction

point.

® Ask her/him to do a second one.

= Show the child the subtraction problems. 5/he can choose, if not you can

= Ask her/him to write and solve the problems. Observe to see if s/he does it
in the correct written numerical form.

| |

1

If s/he cannot do both subtraction problems, then give
her/him the number recognition (11-99) task.

Number Recognition (11-99)

# Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also
choose.

» Ask her/him to identify the numbers.

= If s/he can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers
then mark her/him as a child who can ‘recognize
numbers from 11-99.

If s /he cannot recognize 4 out of 5 numbers from 11-99,

then give her/him the number recognition 1-9 task.

Number Recognition (1-9)

If s/he does both the subtraction problems correctly,
ask herfhim to do a division problem.

Division (2 digit by 1 digit)

# Show the child the division problems. 5/he can choose
one out of the rest.

e Ask her/him to write and solve the problem.

» Observe and see if s/he is able to correctly solve the
problem, and then mark her/him as a child who can do
‘division”.

e If s/he is unable to solve a division problem correctly,
mark her/him as a child who can do ‘subtraction”.

» Point one by one to at least 5 numbers. Child can also choose.

= Ask her/him to identify numbers.

# If s /he can correctly identify at least 4 out of 5 numbers then mark her/him as a child who can

‘recognize numbers from 1-9°

# If not then mark her/him at the level ‘nothing”.

For Question 1: Ask the child to identify the time of the clock present in the box. If s/he answers any

one correctly, then mark her/him Yes, otherwise No.

For Question 2: Ask the child to solve two questions about addition. Mark her/him accordingly.
If both are correct, mark Yes for both and vice versa.

These questions should only be asked from children who are currently enrolled in Class 1 and above.
Those who are not enrolled, these should be asked from children who are of age 10 and above.
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Math Tool
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Beekungo: Mali 2013

7 Evaluation en Calcul: le niveau de 'enfant est évalué selon la démarche qui suit :

Etape 1 : Item « Rangement des chiffres de 0 a 9»

L’enfant choisit librement cing (05) chiffres parmi
les dix (10) de I'Item. Il les range dans 1'ordre
croissant et dans ordre décroissant. S7il les range

correctement dans les deux sens, il est performant

et il passe a I'Ttem «Rangement des nombres de
10 a 99». Sinon. son niveau correspondant est «RIEN» et le relais marque 0 dans la colonne
Mathématiques,

Etape 2 : Item « Rangement des nombres de 10 a 99»

L’enfant choisit librement cing (05) nombres
20 34 47 parmi les dix (10) de I'Item. Il les range dans
Uordre croissant et dans 'ordre décroissant.
99 75 16 S7il les range correctement dans les deux sens,
il est performant et il passe a I'Item

« Addition».  Sinon. son  niveau  est
«Rangement des chiffres de 0 a 9», le relais marque 1 dans la colonne Mathématiques et I’évaluation en

caleul s’ arréte 4 ce niveau.

Etape 3 : Item « Addition »

- - 12 oy L’enfant choisit librement et effectue, quatre

+ 3 + 6 + 8 + 11 (04) opérations parmi les huit (08) de I'Item. 1

" il i B -5 est performant s’il réussi trois (03) opérations

+ 4 + 16 o . sur les quatre (04) choisies. Il passe a I'Item
= = =15 - 90 : : -

« Soustraction ». Sinon, son niveaun

correspondant est « Rangement des nombres de 10 a 99». le relais| marque 2 dans la colonne
Mathématiques et ’évaluation en calcul s’arréte a ce niveau.
Etape 4 : Item « Soustraction»

L’enfant choisit librement et effectue, quatre (04)

° _ 14 _ 7';52 _ ::55 opérations parmi les huit (08) de 1’item. S’il en réussi

=¥ . §g=— 3 - trois (03) il passe a I'Ttem «aésolution de problémenr.

18 20 # 2t Sinon, son niveau correspondant est «Addition», le

—_ 12 = B =7 - 10 relais marque 3 dans la colonne Mathématiques et
I"évaluation en caleul s’arréte a ce niveau.

Etape 5 : Item « résolution de probleme»

L’enfant doit résoudre les deux problémes

Probléeme 1: Moussa a § mangues. Son pére lui
donne 7 mangues. Moussa a combien de mangues

en tout 7

posés. $71l les réussit. son niveau est résolution
de probléme et il est performant pour

. . ) . I'ensemble du test. Sinon il est au niveaun
Probleme 2 : Ali a 15 francs. Il achéte une orange a . .
- . . . o «Soustraction ». le relais marque 4 dans la
5 francs. Ali a combien maintenant ’

colonne Mathématiques et 1'évaluation en

calcul s’arréte a ce niveau.

Source: Rapport Annuel d’Evaluation des Apprentissages Scholares au Mali (Version Provisoire). Retrieved from
http://www.omaes.net/
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UWEZO: Kenya 2009

Il. Numeracy

A. Numeracy tests

The numeracy test had six incremental levels: number recognition 1-9, number recog-
nition 10-99, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.

B. The Bonus Test (The Ethno Mathematics)
Each child was given a bonus test, based on day to day and functional tasks using the

language the child preferred.

Sample numeracy and ethno mathematics tests

ADDITION
68 32 76 14

a2
=3 11 £ =7 39

SUBTRACTION
a7 39 75 Lk
41 24 0 3 -3

ETHNO MATHEMATICS
Price List

[ .
Sugar sh 50 Milk sh 20 Rice sh 40
. What will you pay if you buy:
(i Sugar and milk?
[il} Rice and sugar?

02 You hawe sh 90 How much will you be laft with after buying:
(i} Sugar?
fii} Rige?

For the next four years, Uwezo's sampling and testing frameworks will remain con-
stant to allow for valid comparisons across the years.

Source: UWEZO Kenya 2009: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Kenya 2011

Testing numeracy

The Mumeracy test has 7 distinct levels of difficulty which are: count and match, Greater than, recognition of numbers 10-
99, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Testing starts at the subtraction level, and moves downwards to
addition (for children who cannot subtract), or upwards to multiplication and division (for children who can subtract).

START FROM HERE _h,, = Show the dchild the subtraction tasks.

_" the task. Hefshe can choase. If nat, you can point. Watch while 5/he solves it.

= Paint to the minus sign and ask “what do you have to do?” I the child knows what to do, ask her/him to write and salve

v

v

Take them to the addition sums. multiplication Lk

If the child does not know what ta da, D0 NOT EXPLAIN TO THEM WHAT TO DO, I sfhe correctly does two out of three tasks then show himfher the

= Paint ta the addition sign and ask “what do you have to do?” H the child knows what to do, ask him/her to
write and salve the task. Hejfshe can choase. If not, you can point.

= Watch while s/he solves it.

= I afhe correctly doed two out of three sums mark kim/her a2 an addition child.

= I the child does not know what to do, DO NOT EXPLAIN TO THEM WHAT TO DO. Take thern to the greater
than surns.

= Show the child the pair of numbers.

= sk the child to identify from any pair which number is greaster. Hefshe can choose. H nat, you can paint.

= Ha/he can correctly identily the number that is greater than in at least 4 out of 5 pairs, then mark herhim
&5 & ‘greater than' child.

= Ha/he cannot correctly identify the number that is greater than in 4 out of 5 pairs, then give her/fhim

Show the child the multiplication task.
Paint to the multiplication sign and ask
“what do you have to dat™ If sfhe
does nat want b attempt the
multiplication task or is unable to doit,
then mark the child as & subtraction
«child

I the child knows what to do, ask
herfhim ta write and salve the task
Hefohe ean chaase. If nat, you can
point.

Wateh while sfhe solves it

I i fhe earrectly does two oul of thres
tasks then shaw himher the division
Lask.

furnber recognition |11-99) task.

NUMBER RECOGNITION [11-99)

= Show the child the numbers 11-99.

= fsk the child to identify the numbers. Hefshe can choose. If not, you can paint.

= Ha/he can correctly identify 4 out of 5 numbers mark beg'him a2 2 ‘number recognition 11-99° child.
= Ha/he cannot correctly identify 4 out af 5 numbers, then give herfhim the ‘count and match” task.

= Show the child the balls and numbers 1-9.

= fsk the child to count ary of the balls and match them with the corresponding number.

= Ha/he can correctly count and match 4 out of 5 balls mark her/him as a ‘count and match’ child.

= Ha/he cannot correctly count and rmateh 4 out of 5 sets of balls, then mark therm as a ‘nothing’ child

Show the child the division tasks.

Paint to the division sign and ask “what
do you have to da?

If & fhe does nat want to sttempt the
division task or is unable to do it, then
mark the child as a “rmultiplication
child®.

I the child knows what to do, ask
herfhim ta write and solve the tasks.
Hefshe can chaase. If nat, you can
point.

Wateh while sfhe solves it

I i fhe earrectly does two oul of thres
tasks then mark the child a8 a “division
child”.
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NUMERACY ASSESSMENT

NUMERACY ASSESSMENT

Count and Malch Wihich is greater?
- ¥ 3 iy e
58 and 37 T8 and 53
@E’ ii 16 and 32 41 and 29

-
IE“E”EIIEIE”E ) BS and 21 18 and 87

Court and maeh with the comact symbol Shoubl anamat any 3
Ehauld count sy 5. Al Kol 4 st b conrect. AL esast 2 st b coerat.

4&2m B+3m

1G*d4m B4+2m

i0#5= 1244 =

Me3m HM+5m

Murnier recogaibon 10-23

19 67 45 24
33 51 7o 82

The Bonus Test

After testing numeracy, each child was given a bonus test. In 2011, knowledge on
the parts of the body was tested. The child was expected to look, identify and
name two body parts in a language of their choice. It is important to note that
volunteers were expected to adhere to the ethical standards by not touching or
pointing to any part of the body as required by the legal provisions. One key
feature of the bonus test is that it was given to all the children; whether in school
orout of schoal.

Ehould agormpt bodh 01 and O,
AL KRS! o QUESLSN in each secton
sl b comac.

Source: UWEZO Kenya 2011: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Tanzania 2010

Assessing numeracy levels

Children were provided with note books and
pencils to do the sums. The maths test had five
sections — number recognition, addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and adding money.

* MNumber recognition: Volunteers were
to point to any number and ask the
child what number that was. If a child
knew three or four numbers and was
recognising them with certainty, then
the child moved to the next stage.

s Addition: The child was shown an
addition sum and asked to do that in
the exercise book. If the child was able
to do five sums correctly then he/she
moved to the next stage.

Subtraction: Children were given two
types of subtraction questions, where
they did not have to borrow and where
they had to borrow.

Multiplication: Children were asked to
multiply 2 digit numbers by a number
not greater than 6.

Adding money: Children in Tanzania do
not do problem solving at Standard 2
level. To test their knowledge of ethno
maths, children were given simple
questions that required adding money.

Mathematics Test
7 e
-2
s ae a O\ e
23 *30 *71
- — -55
33 75 12
42 +21  +54 _:’
23 T 45 o
+58 425 448 a7
P — — - 48
A N

a8 37
-4 -16
62 0
-25 -34
51 62
13 -358

Source: UWEZO Tanzania 2010: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Tanzania 2011

COUNTING

The child should choose (6) and
answer at least four (4) correctly.

Numeracy - Set 1 of 4

NUMBER RECOGNITION
19 75 69 56

35 87 23 40

The child should choose (6) and answer at least
four (4) correctly.

WHICH NUMBER IS BIGGER
19 or 29 71 or 99
10 or 13 62 or 28
82 or42 80 or 39
23 or 11 22 or 50

The child should choose (B) and answer at least
four (4) correctly.

ADDITION MULTIPLICATION
26 39 14 56 - =
*54 +29 17 *+25
3X2= 6X8=
38 22 54 67 9X 6 = 11X 4=
*25 +79 +28 +34
7X5= 2X6=

The child should choose (8) and answer
at least four (4) correctly.

The child should choose (B) and answer
at least four (4) correctly.

SUBTRACTION EVERYDAY MATHEMATICS
67 92 34 53 300 Shillings 250 Shillings
.38 .74 -17 -24 + 50 Shillings | + 100 Shillings
80 20 48 62 350 Shillings
- 68 -19 -29 - 49 - 150 Shillings

The child should choose (8) and answer
at least four (4) correctly.

The child should answer three (3)
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Bonus Test

Can you identify these people?

The Uwezo bonus test aimed at something beyond literacy and numeracy: recognition of Tanzania's leaders.
Overall, President Jakaya Kikwete was the most well-known of the three pictures above; Prime Minister

Mizenge Pinda was the least known. One in four children was able to identify all three; of children whose
family owns a TV, the number rises to over half.

Source: UWEZO Tanzania 2011: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Uganda 2010

The numeracy tests were developed with six levels; recognition of numbers 1-9, recognition of
numbers 11-99, addition, subtraction, multiplication and lastly division. Similarly in administration
of the numeracy tests children were first made to attempt the subtraction level and were then
taken a level lower or higher depending on their ability in order to determine their numeracy skills.
This greatly helped in saving time. Determining the child's ability to recognize numbers 1-9 and
11-99 was based on ability to recognize four out of five numbers in these levels and were one
could not recagnize the lowest level they were assessed at nothing level. Determining levels of the
children in the levels of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division depended on the ability
to accurately solve two out of three problems at that particular level.

Sample of Mathematics test

71 46 —
g 5 1 3 I1wi=
- 6 0 - 1 4
GEl=
4 7 8 6
] 8 9
- 15 - 1.4 BE2=___
11 91 47 T2
1+1=
a4 5B
69 33 16 58 = 33 — &3 1242=

Ethno mathematics

1. If a ball costs 50 shillings, how many cains of 50 shillings do you need to buy one ball?

2. If your father gives you 200 shillings and your mother gives you 150 shillings, how much money
will you have all together?

3.  lane wants a rope which costs 250 shillings. John gives Jane 300 shillings. How much money
will Jane remain with after buying the rope?

4. Isa had 900 shillings. He bought a loaf of bread which cost 500 shillings. How much money
did he get back?

A bonus test (ethno mathematics was also given to all categories of children within the age group
regardless of having attended school or not in order to gauge their cognitive ability. Volunteers
were tasked to test whether the children had any skills of addition and subtraction with money.
In administration of this test volunteers were allowed to translate in local languages for easier
understanding.

Source: UWEZO Uganda 2010: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Uganda 2011

Numeracy test

The numeracy tests were developed with eight levels and with a bonus test; counting of numbers 1-9,
recognition of numbers 10-99, recognition of numbers 100-999, recognition of place values, and operation
of whole numbers. Similarly in administration of the numeracy tests children were first made to attemnpt the
counting level and were then taken higher depending on their ability in order to determine their numeracy

skills.

Sample of Mathematics test

Counting:

How many members are there in each set?
(Should attempt any 5, atleast 4 must be correct)

-
s

P I
-
3 D

AR
¥

|/ 7

T,
77t

Mumber Recognition 10 - 99 :( Should attempt any 5, atleast 4 must be

correct)
| 15 | 47 I 25 | 23
| 30 | 94 | 36 | 51

Number Recognition 100 - 999: (Should attempt any 5, atleast 4 must be

correct)
| 104 | | 129 | 200 | | 476
| 374 | | 234 | 581 | | 943

Place value: (The child to place the lined number in its right place value)

Number

T

0

263

453

578
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Addition(Should attempt any 3, atleast 2 Subtraction -Should attempt any 3{ane Division-Shodd
mest be correct) : from each row), atieast 2 must be correct attempt any 3(atleast
2 must be correct)
US| 3 =3
= = - Hnn —
Axb=____ || 9%x2=__
425 121 256 L
+122 +654 2:¥2
13x2= 6x3=
216 353 249
+ 42 + 23 5 6 3x8= Ax2=____

Tell the time: (Should attempt any 3, atleast 2 must be correct - for half and full
hour)

Source: UWEZO Uganda 2011: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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Reading Assessments — Sample Test Items

ASER: India 2005

Reading tasks for Rani

D, =D,
Tt |ifern
q H ﬁ
g ] 0 olq

A
B q ﬁ ;

(o (Comet )
TR A R U & e & Ty e
[ T o < R | A TP B & | S AT
v g o emam ¥y | | ¥ R oI sl gl @
iR BT wreaw gm @ ¥ ¥ | it T Terd ar

it wrer-tR i W om,

G iy | SR weer B | e a8
H AT & |1 AR T | TR g WK W & g
AT 3R T A= | ATeT oty | 5 SR Tae!
ATl FoATeT e M | TEw B FEA IR
ST TETHR GHA AT |

Children are assessed as being in one of the following five categories: Level 2 (story), Level 1
{easy paragraph), Word, Letter, Not able to recognize letters.
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How to test reading. Can Rani read?

EASY PARAGRAPH - LEVEL 1

START | Point to one of the easy paragraphs. Ask the child to read
HERE: | the easy paragraph.

The child may read slowly. She may stop frequently; she

may make 3 or 4 mistakes in not reading words comectly.

But as long as the child reads the text like she is

reading a sentence, she should be categorized as a child

who can read easy paragraphs. This level is also called LEVEL 1.

While reading the paragraph, if the child stops very If the child reads the paragraph

often, has difficulty with more than 3 or 4 words

fluently with then ask h
and reads like she is reading a string of words not a uEntly with 2258, Hhen =

to read the story or

sentence, then show her the list of words. LEVEL Z text.
MEXT, DO MNEXT, DO

WORDS LEVEL 2 | STORY
Ask the child bo read anmy 5 words from the Show the child the story. If she can read
wiord list. Let the child choose the words fluently with ease and reads like she is
herself. reading a long text, then she is marked as a

"story” child. This child can read LEVEL 2

If she can correctly read at least 4 out of text.
the 5 words with ease, then ask her to try
to read the easy para again. If she is unable to read the story fluently

and stops a bot, mark her as a “paragraph

Mark her as a "word” category child if she child™. This child can read LEVEL 1 text.

can correctly and comfortably read words
but is still struggling with the easy para.

If she cannot correctly read at least 4 out

of the 5 words she chooses, then show her
the list of letters.

v

MEXT, DO | ack the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list. Let the child
LETTERS choose the letters herself. If she can correctly recognize at least
4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her the list of words again.

She will be marked as a "letter” child if he can read 4 out of 5
letters but cannot read words.

If not, then mark her as a child who cannot even recognize letters.

Source: ASER 2005 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2006

Reading tasks for Rani ...

Like Rani, all children were assessed using a
simple reading tool. The reading test has 4
categories:

+ Letters: Common letters

+ Words: Common familiar words with 2
letters and 1 or 2 matras

+ Level 1 (Std 1) text: Set of simple 4
linked sentences. Each no more than 4-
S words. These words or their equivalent
are in the Std 1 text book of the state.

+ Level 2 (Std 2) text: “Short" story with
7-10 sentences. Sentence construction
is straightforward, words are commonly
used and context is familiar. These words
(or their equivalent) are in the Std 2
textbook of the state.

Adult women were given the easy paragraph (Level 1) text to read. I

qa1 BT T

(=
H iR 7 989 B W WA
R Y | IS A H
e TRuA v, faseft
FeH ot | TE-TE
gga @l | g9 wedt |
YR A1 3 1T | Y ok
TRE-TRA T 3R qare
o 3maT | g9 Ragdt & u
doP) TR -TBIS @R iR
qrfRer &1 5o foram |

(= h
W AR H el & AT |
FEAM S IGITS Y |
| A T A AT |
3T g o1 AT |

J

e, | g

da 9 ||aw Tqu
q LR

& T ||g@ gt
4 BT

Sample:
Hindi
basic

reading
test

Similar
tests
developed
in all
languages

J % 7

| Women were asked to read only the easy para (Level 1-Std 1) text—l

42




How to test reading?

START

HERE: the easy paragraph.

Point to one of the easy paragraphs. Ask the child to read

The child may read slowly. She may stop frequently; she may
make 3 or 4 mistakes in not reading words correctly.

But as long as the child reads the text like she is reading a
sembence, she should be categorized as a child who can read
easy paragraphs. This level is also called LEVEL 1.

v

‘While reading the paragraph, if the child
stops wery often, has difficulty with more
than 3 or 4 words and reads like she is
reading a string of words not a sentence,
then show her the list of words.

v

MEXT, DO
WORDS

v

If the child reads the paragraph
fluently with ease, then ask her
to read the story or LEVEL 2 text.

v

NEXT, DO
STORY

Mevers |

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the
word list. Let the child choose the words
herself.

If she can correctly read at least 4 out of
the 5 words with ease, then ask her to try
to read the easy para again.

Mark her as a "word” category child if she
cam correctly and comfortably read words
but is still struggling with the easy para.

If she cannot correctly read at least 4 out
of the 5 words she chooses, then show her
the list of letters.

Show the child the story. If she can read
fluently with ease and reads like she is
reading a long text, then she is marked as
a "story” child. This child can read LEVEL 2
text.

If she is unable to read the story fluently
and stops a lot, mark her as a "paragraph
child”. This child can read LEVEL 1 text.

v

NEXT, DO

LETTERS

Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list. Let the child
choose the letters herself. If she can correctly recognize at least
4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her the list of words again.
She will be marked as a “letter” child if he can read 4 out of 5
letters but cannot read words.

If not, then mark her as a child who cannot even recognize letters.
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Can Rani read, understand and answer?

Can Rani read and solve?

Comprehension tasks for Rani ...

Like Rani, all children who are capable of reading
stories were assessed using a simple
comprehension tool.

The text has 150-200 words. Sentence
construction, wocabulary and grammar at Std 2
level of difficulty.

Omly fluent readers (those who could read Level
2 = 5td 2 text) are to be givem the
comprehension test.

Children were asked to read and answer 2
guestions based on the text. Both questions
required retrieving information directly from
the bext.

There were 2 additional arithmetic words
problems that a child had to read, understand
and saolve.

The comprehension and computation guestions are like those in the Std 2 and 5td 3 textbooks
of each state. The same set of comprehension tests were translated into all languages.

fa=dt 1

rmaﬁmhmﬁ@@ﬂﬂﬁmﬁaﬂﬂaam

aréy §1 ol woad ey of ol e oo owm &) ool 4 anch wrd g
T MR iE wE & o e ) et @4 s mefes
W OHE A R T R A W oes B A R owE e W a e
¥

it el ot & W e d A oEd) W g e wEdt
i i dgw warn wem B0 Pl 4 oof & fimogee e, Heg
% fom Foe o o @ fg g @i 9E A awl A s
| i e 9 T A T WEE 9 T s deEn
Gt & Aredt g wed ol o |

FEH OF Wi, o T aEe o dmn) e el W T o
@ wee @ s wE ww A e @ f fe el ol |eg

3 ¥ e A wE e @ A a2 wOl A T I A 99 A 6T
ard fitd| sl ol o o e R e we

4 T A ga5 T wriE ) R ae ) 5 St @ e @ e e
) v e @ fw A el el andii?

Similar tests
wiere translated
imto all
languages.
Noums were
changed for
context
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How to test comprehension?

Tasks:

Children had to do several tasks. They had to read the text, understand it and answer / solve the
guestions below the text.

There were,

2 2 questions (comprehension) based on the text.

2 2 arithmetic word problems.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

e Children who are able to read at Level 2 (story level) in the basic test should be given the
advanced test.

e Give the test paper to the child and say "Read this carefully. There are some questions you
have to answer on this after you finish reading.”

e Allow the child time to read the passage.

QUESTIONS BASED ON THE PASSAGE:

e Once the child has finished reading, point to Question 1: ask the child to read the question
aloud. Ask the child what the answer is. If you feel the child needs to read the passage again,
ask him or her to do so. The child can re-read the passage upto about 3-4 times.

e The child may tell you the answer in one word, or phrase or sentence. As long as he or she tells
you most of the main point, you should mark a tick in the format - denoting that the child can
read, understand and answer.

e Sometimes children go back and read the passage aloud In order to get the answer to the
question asked. If the child begins to read the passage aloud again and stops at the sentence
which contains the answer the question asked then mark the child as 'can read+comprehend”.
If the child continues to read beyond the sentence(s) where the answer Is located, then mark
as "cannot read”.

WORD PROBLEMS:

e Ask the child to read each
problem. He or she can read
it aloud to you If needed. Ask
them to solve the problem.
DO NOT tell the child what
needs to be done.

e Ask the child to write down
how they are solving the
problem numerically. Mark as
correct if the child solves the
problem correctly.

Source: ASER 2006 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2008

All children were assessed usinga simplereading tool.
The reading test has 4 categories:

Alphabets : Set of common alphabets

Words: Common familiar words with 2 letters and
1 or 2 matras

Level 1 (Std 1) text: Set of simple 4 linked
sentences. Each no more than 4-5 words. These
words or their equivalentarein the Std 1 text book
of the state.

Level 2 (Std 2) text: “Short” story with 7-10
sentences. Sentence construction is
straightforward, words are common and the
context is familiar. These words (or their
equivalent) are in the Std 2 textbook of the state.

e

- N (=% h
‘mmmﬁaﬁlm ‘ S Sample:
[opesl T ror A A Uh WEF ¢ ey

w @l a_:ﬁ ﬁ El? aﬂtﬁ S-\'T;ﬁ s&'l retaed;tng
S W FHA IR WY T B
A ; T e gt g

g4 oWl | I=BIF FSTg UHA I A Stalts

& ferd T GRiCal ﬁ?ﬁ'a'” ’ @ developed

in all

mqﬁﬁmiﬁm o . languages
ABS! Hasl | T SR B 7itg # g Jren | —
7 R | g A e o g IUA A F1 A fSEmn) can hoose

ARl b
she
i !g?‘ §-&I ‘ ! wra:; ‘to

In developing these tools, in each state language, careis taken to ENSURE

e comparability with the previous years’ tool with respect to word count, sentence count, type of word and conjoint
letters in words

e compatibility with the vocabulary and sentence construction used in Std 1 and Std 2 language textbooks of the
state

e familiarity with words and context through extensive field piloting
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How TO TEST READING?

LEVEL 1 (Std. 1 Texy)

show she reads.

in not reading words correctly.

Present the easy paragraph to the child. Ask her to read it. Listen carefully to
The child may read slowly. She may read haltingly; she may make 3 or4 mistakes

However, aslong as the child reads the text like she is reading a sentence, rather
than a string of words, mark her as a child who “can read LEVEL 1 text™.

v

v

While reading the paragraph, if the child stops very
often, has difficulty with more than 3 or 4 words and
reads like she is reading a string of words not a
sentence, then show her the list of words.

If the child reads the paragraph fluently and with
ease, then ask her to read the long text. This is also
called LEVEL 2 text.

v

s

Askthe child to read any 5 words from the word list.
Let the child choose the words herself. If she does
not chioose, then paint out words to her.

Ifshe can comectly read at least 4 out of the 5 words
with ease, then ask herto try to read the Level 1 text

again.
If she can correctly and comfortably read words but

is still struggling with the Level 1 text, then mark
her as a “word” level child.

v

Show the child the story. If she can read fluently with
ease , then mark her as a child who “can read LEVEL
2 text”.

If she is unable to read the long text fluently and
stops a lot, markher asa childwho “can read LEVEL
1 text”.

I she cannot comectly read at least 4 out of the 5
words she chooses, then show her the listof letters.

y

m Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list. Let the child choose the
letters herself. If she does not choose, then point out letters to her.

If she can correctly recognize at least 4 outof 5 letters with ease, then show her

the list of words again.

who “can read letters”.

If shie can read & out of 5 letters but cannot read words, then mark her as a child

If she cannot read & out of 5 letters correctly, then mark her as a child who
“cannot even recognize letters”™ or as “nothing™.

Source: ASER 2008 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER: India 2009

ASER 2009 : READING TASKS

All children were assessed using a simple reading tool. The
readingtesthas 4 categories:

Letters : Set of common letters.

Words: Common familiarwords with 2 lettersand 1 or2
matras.

Level 1 (Std 1) text: Set of 4 simple linked sentences.
Each no more than 4-5 words. These words or their
equivalent are in the Std 1 text book of the state.

Level 2(Std 2)text: “Short” storywith 7-10 sentences.
Sentence construction is straightforward, words are
common and the context is familiar. These words (or
their equivalent) are inthe Std 2 textbook of the state.

B Wi (3)
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Sample:
Hindi
basic

reading

test

Similar
tests
developed
in all
languages

R

Child
can choose
the
language
inwhich
she
wants to
read.
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In developing these tools, in each state language, careis taken to ENSURE

comparability with the previous years’
lettersinwords

compatibility withthe vocabularyands

tool with respect to word count, sentence count, type of word and conjoint

entence constructionused in Std 1 and Std 2 language textbooks ofthe state

familiarity with words and context through extensive field piloting
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HoOw TO TEST READING?

LEVEL 1 (5td. 1 Text)

she reads.

in not reading words correctly.

Presentthe easy paragraphtothe child. Ask her toread it. Listen carefully to how
The child may read slowly. She may read haltingly; she maymake 3or 4 mistakes

However, as long as the child reads the text like she isreading a sentence, rather
tham a string of words, mark her as a child who “can read LEVEL 1 text”.

;

;

While reading the paragraph, if the child stops very
often, has difficultywith more than 3 or 4 words and
reads like she is reading a string of words not a
sentence, then show herthe list of words.

If the child reads the paragraph fluently and with
ease, then ask herto read the long text. This is also
called LEVEL 2 text.

LEVEL 2 (5td. 2 Text)

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list.
Let the child choose the words herself. If she does
not choose, then point out words to her.

If she can correctly read at least & out of the 5words
with ease, then ask her to try to read the Level 1 text
again.

If she can correctly and comfortably read words but
is still struggzling with the Level 1 text, then mark her
as a “word” level child.

v

Show the child the story. If she can read fluently with
ease , themmark her as a child who “can read LEVEL
2 text”.

If she is unable to read the long text fluently and
stopsa lot, mark her as a child who “can read LEVEL
1 text”.

If she cannot correctly read at least 4 out of the 5
words she chooses, then show herthe listof letters.

y

the list of words again.

who “can read letters”.

Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list. Let the child choose the
letters herself. If she does not choose, then point out letters to her.

If she can correctly recognize at least & out of 5 letters with ease, then show her

If she can read & out of 5 letters but cannot read words, then mark her as a child

If she cannot read & out of 5 letters correctly, then mark her as a child who
“cannot even recognize letters” or as “nothing ™.




ASER 2009 : ENGLISH TASK

All children are given reading tasks in their own language (or the language
of their choice). All children are also given a set of simple tasks to do in
English.

The English test includes reading and simple comprehension activities.
Childrenwere asked toread:

Capital letters

Small letters

Words: These are common 3 letter words, familiar to children from their daily
life. After reading the word, the child is asked whatthe word means. The child
can reply in her own language. Words are chosen with care. Not only is the
word easytoread inEnglish, itisalsoa simple and familiarwordinthe child's
own language.

Sentences: Theseare sentenceswith commonwords and simplesyntax. Each
sentence has no more than 5 words. After reading the sentence, the child is
asked the meaning ofthe sentence in her own language.

The child is marked at the highest level that she can read comfortably. Ifthe child can read a word, then she is asked the
meaning of the word. If the child can read sentences, then sheis asked the meaning ofthe sentence.

ENGLISH TEST Sample (1)

Gave s el b ALL aniddion
Mucosd the hghest eadieg fevel

For word & ssrsance mesriags, nate chile's atity 1o do ssch

o) ®
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R E = u

Y N O d
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locw Wegage *u bww by ege

cat red Whatis your name?
cup This is a small bag.
lip pig 1 like to read.

bus I have a mother.
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CAPITAL LETTERS

Point one by one to at least 5 letters.
Askhertoidentifythe letters.

4

If she correctly recognizes 4 outof 5 lettersthen
show her the list of small letters. If she reads
capital letters butis struggling with identifying
small letters, then mark her as a childwho can
read “capital letters.”

4

+

SMALL LETTERS

If she is unable to recognize 4 out of 5 capital
letters from the list, them mark her as a child
who “cannot even recognize capital letters” or
as “nothing”.

Foint one byone to at least 5 letters.
Ask hertoidentify the letters.

v

If she correctly recognizes 4 out of 5 small letters
withease, then show herthe list of words.

v

¥

SIMPLE WORDS

If she reads small letters butis strugzling with
reading words, then mark her as a child who
canread “small letters.”

Foint one by one to at least 5 words.

Ask herto read the words.

L 2

If she correctly reads 4 out of 5 words, then
show herthe list of sentences.

v

Ifshe reads word s butis strugglingwith reading
sentences, then mark heras “word” level child.

4

Ask hertoread the 4 sentences. If she reads at least 2 out ofthe 4 sentences fluently (does not stop frequently
or read like she isreading a string of words), then mark her as “sentence level” child.

MEANING OF WORDS AND SENTENCES IN LOCAL LANGUAGE.

Word meanings : If a child is able to read words, ask her the meaning of the words in her own language. Meaning of
words can bethe literal meaning or it can be a close associated word. If she correctly says the meaning of at least 4
words, mark her as a childwho “can say meanings™; else mark her as a childwho “cannot say meanings”.

Sentence meanings : If a child is able to read sentences, ask herthe meaning ofthe sentences in her own language.
Sheshould, at least, be able to say the meaning of the underlinedwords in the sentence. If she can correctly tell the

meaning of at least 2 sentences, mark her as achild who “can say meanings”; else mark her asa child who “cannot say
meanings”.

Source: ASER 2009 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER 2010 : READING TASKS

All children were assessed using a simple reading tool. The
reading test has 4 categories:

e Letters: Setof commaonly used letters.

« Words: Common familiarwordswith 2 letters and 1 or 2
matras.

e Level 1 (Std 1) text: Set of 4 simple linked sentences,
eachhavingnomorethané4-5 words. These wordsortheir
equivalent are in the Std 1 textb ook of the state.

o Level 2 (5td 2) text: “Short”™ story with 7-10 sentences.
Sentence construction is straightfornward, words are
common and the context is familiar to children. These
words (ortheirequivalent) areinthe Std 2textbook ofthe
state.
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In developing these tools, in each state language, care is taken to ENSURE

e comparability with the previous years' tool with respect towond count, sentence count, type of word and conjoint letters

in words

e compatibility with the vocabulary and sentence construction used in Std 1 and Std 2 language textbooks of the state

o familianty with words and context through extensive field piloting
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How TO TEST READING?

Ask the child to read either of the 2 paragraphs.
Letthe child choose the paragraph herself. If the child does not choose give her any one paragraph to
read. Ask herto read it. Listen carefully to how she reads.

v

The child is not at “Paragraph Level' if she:
* Reads the text like a string of words, rather than a
sentence.

* Reads the text haltingly and stops very often.
OR
* Reads the text fluently but with more than 3 mistakes.

If the child is not at ‘Paragraph Level” then ask her to read
Words.

WORDS

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list.

Let the child choose the words herself. If she does not
choose, then point out words to her.

The child is at “Word Level’ if the child:

* Reads at least & out of the 5 words with ease.

If the child is at "Word Level”, ask her to try to read the
paragraph again and then folfow the instructions for
paragraph level testing.

IF she can comectly and comfortably read words but is
still struggling with the parmgraph, then mark the child
ar ‘Word Level.

If the child is not at word leve! {cannot correctly read at
least 4 out of the 5 words chosen), then show her the list
of letters.

v

The child is at *Paragrap h Level" if she:

* Reads the text like she is reading a sentence, rather
than a string of words.

* Reads the text fluently and with ease, even if she is
reading slowly.

* Reads the text with not more than 3 mistakes.

If the child is at ‘Paragraph Level” then ask ber to read the
story.

Ask the child to read the story.
The child is at *Story Level’ if the child:
* Reads the text like she is reading a sentence, rather
than a string of words.
* Reads the text fluently and with ease. The child may
read slowly.
* Reads the text with not more than 3 mistakes.

¥ the child is at “Story Level” then mark her at story level

Ifthe child is not at ‘Story Level’, then mark her at ‘Paragraph
Level'

Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list.
Let the child choose the letters herself. If she does not choose, then point out letters to her.

The child is at ‘Letter Level’, if she:

* Correctly recognizes at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease,

level testing.

If the child is at letter level, ask her to try reading the words again and then follow the instructions for word

If she can read & out of 5 letters but cannot comfortably read words , then mark the child at ‘Letter Level'.
Ifthe child is not at letter level (cannot recognize 4 out of 5 letters chosen), then mark her at *Nothing Level’.

IN THE SURVEY SHEET, MARK THE CHILD AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL SHE CAN REACH.

Source: ASER 2010 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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How to test reading?

PARAGRAPH

START
HERE:

4

Ask the child to read either of the 2 paragraphs.

Let the child choose the paragraph herself. If the child does not choose give her any one paragraph to
read. Ask her to read it. Listen carefully to how she reads.

The child is not at "Paragraph Level’ if she:
= Reads the text like a string of waords, rather than
a sentence.
= Reads the text haltingly and stops very often.
OR

= Reads the text fluently but with more than 3
mistakes.

If the child is not at "Paragraph Level’ then ask the
child to read words.

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word
list.

Let the child chooze the words herself. If she does
not choose, then point out words to her.

The child can read words, if she:

» Reads at least 4 out of the 5 words with ease.

If the child is at "Word Level’, then ask her to try to
read the paragraph again and then follow the
instructions for paragraph level testing.

If she can correctly and comfortably read words but
5 still struggling with the paragraph, then mark the
child at "Word Level.

If the child is not at word level (cannot correctly
read at keast 4 out of the 5 words chosen), then
show her the Ist of letters.

Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list.

The child can read a paragraph, if she:

= Reads the text like she is reading a sentence, rather
than a string of words.

= Reads the text fluently and with ease, even if she
is reading slowly.

= Heads the text with not more than 3 mistakes.

If the child can read a paragraph, then ask the child
to read the story:

Ask the child to read the story.

The child is at "Story Level” if she:

= Reads the text like she is reading a sentence,
rather than a string of words.

= Reads the text fluently and with ease. The child
may read slowly.

= Heads the text with not more than 3 mistakes.

If the chiid is at "Story Level” then mark the chid at
story level.

If the child is not at "Story Level’, then mark the
child at Paragraph Level.

Let the child choose the letters herself. If she does not choose, then point out letters to her

The child can read letters, if she:

= Correctly recognizes at least 4 out of 5§ letters with ease.

If the child can read letters, then ask her to try reading the words again and then follow the instructions for

word level testing.

If she can read 4 out of 5 letters but cannot comfortably read word's, then mark the child at 'Letter Level’.
If the child is not at letter level (cannot recogrize 4 out of 5 letters chosen), then mark the child at "Nothing

Laval’

Source: ASER 2011 — Full Report. Retrieved from http://www.asercentre.org/
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ASER 2012 : Reading tasks

All chlidren were assessed using a simple reading
tool. The reading test has 4 categorles:

= |etters : Set of commonly used letters.

Words: Common familiar words with 2 letters and 1
or 2 matras.

s Level 1(Std 1) text: Set of 4 simple linked sentences,
each having no more than 4-5 words. These words

or their equivalent are in the Std 1 textbook of the
states.

= |evel 2 (Std 2) text: "Short” story with 7-10 sentences.
Sentence construction is straightforward, words are
common and the context is familiar to children. These

words (or their equivalent) are in the Std 2 textbook
of the states.
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In developing these tools, in each state language, care is taken to ENSURE:

= Comparability with the previous years’ tools with respect to word count, sentence count, type of word and conjoint letters in
words.

= Compatibility with the vocabulary and sentence construction used in Std 1 and Std 2 language textbooks of the states.
= Familiarity with words and context through extensive field piloting.
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How to test reading?

PARAGRAPH

START
HERE:

Ack the child to read either of the 2 paragraphs.

Let the child choose the paragraph herself. If the child does not choose give her any one paragraph to read.

Ask her to read it. Listen carefully to how she reads.

The child is not at “Paragraph Level” if the child:

¥ Reads the text like a string of words, rather than
a sentence.

» Reads the text haltingly and stops very often.

» Reads the text fluently but with more than 3
mistakes.

If the child is not at "Paragraph Level’ then ask
the child to read words.

P ondff

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word
list.

Let the child choose the words herself. If she does
not choose, then point out & words to her.

The child is at “Word Level” if the child:

» Reads at least 4 out of the 5 words with ease.

If the child is at Word Level’ then ask her to try
to read the paragraph again and then follow the
instructions for paragraph level testing.

If she can correctly and comfortably read words but
is still struogling with the paragraph, then mark the
child at Word Level'.

If the child is not at word level (cannot comectly
read at least 4 out of the 5 words chosen), then
show her the list of letters.

R e

Ask the child to read any & letters from the letters list.

The child can read a paragraph, if the child:

» Reads the text like she is reading sentences, rather
than a string of words.

¥ Reads the text fluently and with ease, even if she
is reading slowly.

® Reads the text with 3 or less than 3 mistakes.

If the child can read a paragraph, then ask the child
to read the story.

Ask the child to read the story.

The child is at “Story Level” if the child:

¥ Reads the text like she is reading sentences, rather
than a string of words.

® Reads the text fluently and with ease. The child
may read slowly.

» Reads the text with 3 or less than 3 mistakes.

If the child can read the story then mark the child
at "Story Level’.

If the child is not at "Story Level’, then mark the
child at ‘Paragraph Level".

Let the child choose the letters herself. If she does not choose, then point out letters to her.

The child is at “Letter level’ if the child:

® Correctly recognizes at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease.

If the child can read letters, then ask her to try reading the words again and then follow the instructions for

wiord level testing.

If she can read 4 out of 5 letters but cannot comfortably read words | then mark the child at "Letter Level’.
If the child is not at letter level (cannot recognize 4 out of § letters chosen), then mark the child at 'Beginner

Level'.
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How to test English?

There are 2 sections in the tool: Reading and Comprehension.
8 First administer the reading section and mark the highest reading level of the child.
8 Then administer the comprehension section.

PART 1: READING

CAPITAL LETTERS

START
HERE:

Ask the child to read any & capital letters from the capital letter list. Let the child choose the letters herself.
If she does not choose, then point out any & letters to her.

The child is not 2t 'Capiltal Letters Level' if the child
cannot read 4 out of the 5 letters.

If the child is not 2t "Capltal Letters Level’, mark
the child at ‘Nothing Level .

SMALL LETTERS

Ak the child to read any 5 small letters from the small letter list. Let the child choose the letters herself. If she

does not choose, then point out any & letters to her.

h

The child 15 not at "Small Letters Level’ if the child
cannot read 4 out of the 5 letters.

If the child is not at "Small Letters Level’, mark the
child zt ‘Caplital Letters level'.

SIMPLE WORDS

Ack the child to read any 5 words from the word list.

choose, then point out any 5 words to her.

The child is not at "Word Level’ if the child cannot
read 4 out of the 5 words.

If the child is not at "Word Level’, mark the child at
‘Small Letters Level'.

EASY SENTENCE

Ask the child to read all four of the given sentences.

A4

The child is not at "Sentence Level’ if the child:
» Cannot read even 2 out of the 4 sentences fluently
¢ Reads the sentences like a string of words, rather
thana sentence
+ Reads the sentences haltingly or stops very
often

59

The child is at 'Capltal Letters Level' if the child can
read at least 4 out of the 5 letters with ease.

If the child is at "Capltal Letters Level’, then ask the
child to read the small letters.

b 4

. 4

The child is at "Small Letters Level' if the child
can read at least 4 out of the & letters.

If the child iz at "Small Letters Level’, then ask the
child to read the words.

4

Let the child choose the words herself. If she does not

4

The child 15 at Word Level’ if the child
can read at least 4 out of the 5 words.

If the child i= at "Word Level’, then ask the child to
read the sentences.

4 4

The child is at 'Sentence Level’ if the child-
» Reads at least 2 out of the 4 sentences fluently
¢ Reads the sentence like a sentence, and not a string
of words
¢ Reads the sentence fluently and with ease, even if
she is reading slowly



If the child is not at "Sentence Level’, then
Mark the child at Word Level’
AND

Ask the child to tell you the meanings of the words
she has read

PART 2 : COMPREHENSION

For WORD LEVEL CHILD

If the child is at "Sentence Level', then
Mark the child at "Sentence Level’
AND

Ask the child to tell you the meaning of the sentences
she has read.

For SENTENCE LEVEL CHILD

WORD MEANINGS

Ask thechildto tell the meaning of the words she
has read, In her local language.

h 4

The child knows the meaning of the words, if the
child can tell the meaning of at least 4 of the read
words. She can tell the meanings of the words by:

+ Saying the correct meaning in her local language

OR

¢ Pointing to an object, which explains the meaning
of a word. For eg. pointing to her father while
explaining the meaning of ‘'man’; pointing to
something red to explain the meaning of “red’.

4

If the child can correctly tell the meaning of at least 4
of the words, then mark the child 2z ‘can say'.

If the child cannot, then mark the child as ‘cannot
say’.

SENTENCE MEANING

Ask the child to tell you the meaning of the
sentences she has read, In her local language.

h 4

The child knows the meaning of the sentences, if the
child can tell the meaning of at least 2 of the read
sentences. She can tell the meanings of the sentences
by:
* 5aying the correct meaning in her local language
OR

» At least explain the meaning of the main underlined
words in the sentence. For eg. For a sentence like
‘What is the time?’ the child should at least be
able to =say "kya’ and 'samay/ waqt'

A4

If the child can correctly tell the meaning of at least 2
of the sentences, then mark the child as "can say’.

If the child cannot, then mark the child as ‘cannot

say’.

NOTE: IF THE CHILD IS MARKED AT WORD LEVEL THEN ASK ONLY WORD MEANMNINGS.
IT THE CHILD IS MARKED AT SENTEMCE LEVEL THEN ASK OMNLY SENTENCE MEANINGS.
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Assessment Tools & their focus:

Reading Tools:

Reading tools are developed in three languages for ASER. Children can choose language of their
own choice for learning test. Therefore, the ASER team has a set of tools in any basic language
that the child is likely to know. ASER tools were developed in following languages:

*  Urdu
* English
*  Sindhi

There are four levels used in tools for assessing reading which are as following:

1. Alphabets
This includes a set of 10 different commonly used alphabets.

[ temars ] 2008
Simple Words = =N =7 =
This includes a list of 10 different words (nouns and | A i  boy. He ks 1like apples.
twelve years old He is Their colokir is red.
verbs).All words have 2 consonant and one or two |playing with Akbar. T ot them.
vowels. All the words in word list are checked off “Mb"'.:::’hb“ iend. Apples are swect.
o ying with a
against our grade 1 text books to make sure that these | football, It is a blue ball.
words are similar to those words found in textbooks and | Akbar is camying the =
football in his hand. IR 1 e o5 =)
commonly used. There are seven boys in Ali goes to school.
this game. The boys are He 15 a good boy,
2. Easyv Paragraph happy. They are His teachers like him.
laughing, He loves his school.
This 1s a set of 4 sentences with 4-5 words in each 3

sentence: 2 easy paragraphs in ecach sample. Care is
taken to ensure that sentences are connected to each
other. The words and sentence structure used in reading tools are similar to those in the grade 1
text books of the country. The words used in paragraphs are casy and common in daily usage.

3. Simple Story

These are 8-10 sentence long stories (approx. 60-65 words) with simple Vocabulary and sentence
structure. Words and sentences used in story are comparable to grade 2 level textbooks of the
state.
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STEPS FOR ASSESING READING

Child’s

level

reading

How to test and what criteria to use for categorizing children.

Story reading
(Std 2 level text)

If the child reads the story fluently, with ease and speed, mark her as a
"story level” child (or a child who can read Std 2 level text).

Easy paragraph
(Std 1 level text)

Start

here

Ask the child to read any easy paragraph.
Listen carefully when the child reads.

The child may read slowly. She may stop frequently. But as long as she is
reading the text like she is reading a sentence rather than a STRING OF
WORDS, categorize her as a "para level” child (or a child who can read Std
1 level text).

Once you have decided that this child is a "para” level child, ask the child
to read the story.

It a child is reading very slowly and stops between words for a long time,
or if she is reading the text like it is one word after another, and therefore
not reading the text like she is reading a sentence, then she is not a "para
level” child. Then you should take the child one level lower and ask her to
read words.

Words

(Set of  casy
words)

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list. Let the child choose
the words herself. If she does not choose, then point out the words to her. If
she can correctly read at least 4 out of the 5 words with ease, then ask her
to try to read the easy paragraph again. She will be marked as a "word
level” child if she can correctly read words but is still struggling with the
easy paragraph.

If she cannot correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words she chooses, then show
her the list of letters.

Letter

(Set of common
letters)

Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list. Let the child choose
the letters herself. If she does not choose, then point out letters to her. If she
can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her
the list of words again. She will be marked as a "letter level” child if she
can read 4 out of 5 letters but cannot read words.

Beginner f
Nothing

Child cannot recognize even 4 out of 5 common letters from the letters list.

Note: Children, who took basic reading test in English, need not to be tested in Urdu and vice versa.

Source: ASER Pakistan 2008: Annual Status of Education Report. Retrieved from http://www.aserpakistan.org/
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Reading

Tick the Relevant Box, the highest level of learning (e.g. Nothing, Letter, Words, Sentences, Story), the child achieves during

4 Basic Learning Levels

the reading Test. REMEMBER TO USE BO TH SAMPLES OF TOOLS GIVEN to you.
For Reading Test Process see following Table

STEPS FOR ASSESING READING

Child's reading level

How to test and what criteria to use for categorizing children

Story reading
(Class 2 level text)

If the child reads the story fluently, with ease and speed, mark her as a “story level” child (or
a child who can read 5td 2 level text).

Easy Sentences
(Class 1 level text)

Sta

rt Here

"

Ask the child to read any easy Sentences.
Listen carefully when the child reads.

The child may read slowly. She may stop frequently. But as long as she is reading the text
like she is reading a sentence rather than a STRING OF WORDS , categorize her as a
“Sentence level” child (or a child who can read Std 1 level text) .

Once you have decided that this child is a “sentence” level child, ask the child to read the
story.

If a child is reading very slowly and stops between words for a long time, or if she is reading
the text like it is one word after another, and therefore not reading the text li ke she is
reading a sentence, then she is not a “Sentence level” child. Then you should take the child
one level lower and ask her to read words,

Words
(Set of easy words)

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list. Let the child choose the wo rds herself, If
she does not choose, then point out the words to her. If she can correctly read at least 4 out
of the 5 words with ease, then ask her to try to read the easy paragraph again. She will be
marked as a “word level” child if she can correctly r ead words but is still struggling with the
easy paragraph.

If she cannot correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words she chooses, then show her the list of
letters.

Don’t let the child read MORE than FIVE words because it will be difficult for you to select
which 4 or 5 words are to be marked correct.

Letter
(Set of common
letters)

Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the letters list. Let the child choose the letters herself.
If she does not choose, then point out letters to her. If she can correctl y recognize at least 4
out of 5 letters with ease, then show her the list of words again. She will be marked as a
“letter level” child if she can read 4 out of 5 letters but cannot read words.

OMLY ask the child to READ ANY FIVE, Please remember that choice should be given to child.

MNothing

Child cannot recognize even 4 out of 5 common letters from the letters list.
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English Competency Assessment

Tick the Relevant Box, the highest level of learning (e.g. Nothing, Capital Alphabets, Small Alphabets, Words, Sentences),
the child achieves during the reading Test. REMEMBER TO USE BOTH SAMPLES OF TO OLS GIVEN to you. For Basic English
Competency Assessment Test Process see following Table

STEPS FOR ASSESSING BASIC ENGLISH
READING: mark the highest reading level that the child is able to read comfortably.
MEANINGS: for word meanings & sentence m eanings, separately note child’s ability to do each.

English level How to test and what criteria to use for categorizing children’s ability in English
Capital = Ask the child to read any 5 capital alphabets from the letters list. Let the child choose the
alphabets letters herself. If the child cannot choose, then point to 5 randomly chosen alphabets on the
sheet. If she can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her the
list of small alphabets.
Start Here = If the child can read capital alphabets but is struggling with identifying small alphabets, then
mark her as “capital letter” level child.
) *  Child cannot recognize even 4 out of 5 capital alphabets from the letters list, then mark her as
a “nothing” child.
* Remember to ask ONLY five al phabets so you are able to assess correctly.
= Ask the child to read any 5 small alphabets from the letters list. Let the child choose the letters
herself, If the child cannot choose, then point to 5 randomly chosen alphabets on the shee t. If
she can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her the list of
Small alphabets words.
= |f the child can read small alphabets but is struggling with reading words, then mark her as
“small letter” level child.
=  Remember to ask ONLY five a Iphabets so you are able to assess correctly
Reading words:
*  From the list of 6 words ask the child to read any 5.
* |f she can correctly read at least 4 out of the 5 words, then show the child the list of sentences.
= |f the child does not want to read the sentences, or is unable to do so, mark her as
= “Word" child.
Meaning of words: (after the child has been marked at “word” level)
*  For the same words the child has just read, ask her to tell you the meaning of the words in her
Simple words local language.
=  Meaning of words can either be the literal meaning or can be an associated word. E.g. Instead
of saying ‘red’ means ‘laal’ the child may point out to an object around her that is red in color.
Similarly, instead of saying that ‘man’ means ‘aadmi’ the ch ild may point to her father or to a
man standing besides her. Similarly, for a word li ke ‘cup’, the child says ‘Piyali . All these
responses are acceptable.
= |f the child can correctly tell the meaning of at least 4 words, then mark her as “can say”; if
not, mark “cannot say”.
Reading sentences:
*  Ask the child to read the 4 sentences given. If the child can read at least 2 out of the 4
sentences as a complete sentence (does not stop frequently or does not read the sentence as
a string of words), then mark her as “sentence” child.
Meaning of sentences: (after the child has been marked at “sentence” level)
» For the same sentences the child has just read; ask her to tell you the meaning of each sentence in
Easy her local language.
sentences ® The child should be able to at least tell the meaning of the main underlined words in the sentence
but do not point out these words to the child. E.g. for a sentence like ‘what is your name?’ the child
should at least say ‘what’ means ‘kya’ and ‘name’ means ‘naam’”. | t is acceptable as long as the child is
able to say the meaning of the main words.
o |f the child can correctly tell the meaning of at least 2 sentences, then mark her as “can say” else
“cannot say”,
« |f the child cannot say the meaning of the sentences the n ask the child meaning of the 5 words she
read and mark accordingly.

Source: ASER Pakistan 2010: Annual Status of Education Report. Retrieved from http://www.aserpakistan.org/
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Sentences

Present the paragraph in the tools to the child. Ask her to read it and listen
= PP carefully as to how she reads.

She may read slowly, haltingly or even make 3 to 4 mistakes in reading the
sentences correctly.

However, as long as the child reads the text lik e a sentence and not like a
string of words, mark her on the “sentence’ level in the household sheet.

| !

If the child stops very often while reading the sentence or If the child reads the sentences fluently and with ease,
has difficulty with more than 3 to 4 words in the sentence then ask her to read the story. This is the level 2 text,
or reads it as a string of words than show her the list of

words,

Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list. Let Show the child the story. If she can read fluently
the child choose the words herself. If she does not choose, and with ease, then mark her as a child who can
then point out words to her. read a story.

If she can correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words with ease, If she is unable to read the story fluently and

stops a lot, mark her as a child who is at the

then ask her to try to read the sentences again, sentence level

If she can correctly and comfortably read words but is still
struggling with the sentences, then mark her at the ‘words’
level.

If she cannot correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words she
chooses, then show her the list of letters,

Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the list. Let her choos e the letters herself. If she does not
choose then point out letters to her.

If she can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her the list of words again.
If she can read 4 out of 5 letters but cannot read words, then mark h er as a child who ‘can read letters’

if she cannot read 4 out of 5 letters correctly, then mark her as a child as a ‘beginner’ .
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Capital Letters

Point one by one to at least 5 letters. Ask her to identify the letters,

l l

If she correctly recognizes 4 out of 5 letters then show her If she is unable to recognize 4 out of 5 capital letters
the list of small letters. If she reads capital letters but is from the list, then mark her under the category
struggling with identifying small letters, then mark her as ‘nothing’.

a child who can read ‘capital letters’”.

Small Letters

Point one by one to at least 5 letters. Ask her to identify the letters.

If she can recognize 4 out of 5 small letters with ease, If she reads small letters but is struggling with words,
then show her the list of words. then mark her as a child who can read “small letters’

Point one by one to at least 5 words. Ask her to identify numbers.

If she correctly reads 4 out of 5 words, then show her If she reads words but is struggling with reading
the list of sentences. sentences, then mark her as ‘word’ level child,

=

Ask her to read the 4 sentences. If she reads at least 2 out of the 4 fluently, then mark her at the ‘sentence level’.

Meaning of Words and Sentences in Local Language

Word Meanings: If a child is able to read words, ask her their meaning in her own language. Meaning can be literal or
even a closely associated word. If she correctly says the meaning of the 4 words , mark her as a child who ‘can say
meanings’, otherwise mark her as a child who ‘cannot say meanings’.

Sentence Meanings: If a child is able to read sentences, ask her the meaning of the underlined sentences in her own
language. If she correctly says the meaning of at least 2 sentences, mark her as a child who ‘can say meanings’, otherwise
mark her as a child who ‘cannot say meanings’
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English Tools
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How to test Reading?

Sentences

S/he may read slowly.

Ask the child to read any paragraph. Listen carefully as to how s/he reads.

However, as long as the child reads the text like a sentence and not like a
string of words, mark her/him as a ‘sentence’ level child.

|

If the child stops very often while reading the sentence
or has difficulty with more than 4 words in the
sentence or reads it as a string of words than show
her/him the list of words.

|
| wores_

» Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list.

Let the child choose the words themselves. If s/he
does not choose, then point out words to her/him.

+ If s/he can correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words
with ease, then ask her/him to try to read the
paragraph again.

+ 5/he will be marked at the ‘words’ level if s/he can
correctly read words but is still struggling with the
paragraph.

If the child reads the sentences fluently and with
ease, then ask her to read the story. This is the level
2 text.

+ Show the child the story. If she can read fluently
and with ease, then mark her as a child who can
read a story.

+ |f she is unable to read the story fluently and stops
a lot, mark her as a child who is at the paragraph
level.

+ Those children who can easily read story should
be tested for bonus question 1 and bonus
guestion 2. This assesses students for their
comprehension skills. Mark yes if she/he answers
them correctly and vice versa.

l If she cannot correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words she chooses, then show her the list of letters.

!
A

then point out letters to her/him.

* Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the list. Let her/him choose the letters herself. If s/he does not choose

* |f s/he can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her/him the list of words again.
e |fs/he can read 4 out of 5 letters but cannot read words, then mark her as a child who ‘can read letters’
* |f she cannot read 4 out of 5 letters correctly, then mark her as a child as a ‘beginner”.
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How to test English?

Capital Letters

Point one by one to at least 5 letters. Ask her to identify the letters.

| |

» If s/he correctly recognizes 4 out of 5 letters then show her/him the list of If s/he is unable to recognize 4 out
small letters. of 5 capital letters from the list, then

» [f s/he reads capital letters but is struggling with identifying small letters, mark her/him under the category
then mark her/him as a child who can read ‘capital letters”. ‘nothing”.

Point one by one to at least 5 letters. Ask her to identify the letters.

If she can recognize 4 out of 5 small letters with ease, If she reads small letters but is struggling with words,
then show her the list of words. then mark her as a child who can read ‘small letters’

|
| wos

Point one by one to at least 5 words. Ask her to read them.

If she correctly reads 4 out of 5 words, then show her If she reads words but is struggling with reading
the list of sentences. sentences, then mark her as ‘word” level child.

Meaning of words: (after the child has been marked at “word” level)

*  For the same words the child has just read, ask her to tell you the meaning of the words in her local language.

*  Meaning of words can either be the literal meaning or can be an associated word. E.g. Instead of saying ‘red’ means 'laal’
the child may point out to an object around her that is red in color. Similarly, instead of saying that ‘man’ means ‘aadmi’ the
child may point to her father or to a man standing beside her. Similarly, for a word like ‘cup’, the child says 'Piyali’. All these
responses are acceptable.

If the child can correctly tell the meaning of at least 4 words, then mark her as “can say”. If not, mark "cannot say”.

1
| sentences__

Ask her to read the 4 sentences. If she reads at least 2 out of the 4 fluently, then mark her at the 'sentence level”.

Meaning of sentences: (after the child has been marked at "sentence” level)

*  For the same sentences the child has just read; ask her to tell you the meaning of each sentence in her local language.
The child should be able to at least tell the meaning of the main underlined words in the sentence but do not paint out these
waords to the child. E.g. for a sentence like "what is your name? the child should at least say “what’ means 'kya” and "name”
means ‘naam’”. It is acceptable as long as the child is able to say the meaning of the main words.

*  |f the child can correctly tell the meaning of at least 2 sentences, then mark her as "can say” else "cannot say™.
If the child cannot say the meaning of the sentences then ask the child meaning of the 5 words she read and mark accordingly.
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Urdu Tools
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Sindhi Tools
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HOW TO TEST READING?

Sentences

Ask the child to read any paragraph. Listen carefully as to how s/he reads.
* S5/he may read slowly.

* However, as long as the child reads the text like a sentence and not like a
string of words, mark her/him as a 'sentence’ level child.

| | |

If the child stops very often while reading the sentence or has difficulty with If the child reads the sentences
more than 4 words in the sentence or reads it as a string of words than show fluently and with ease, then ask
her/him the list of words. her/him to read the story.

# Ask the child to read any 5 words from the word list. Let the child choose s Show the child the story. If s/he can
the words themselves. If s/he does not choose, then point out words to read fluently and with ease, then
her/him. mark her /him as a child who can

s If s /he can correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words with ease, then ask read a stary.
her/him to try to read the paragraph again. » [f she is unable to read the story

* S/he will be marked at the ‘words’ level if s/he can correctly read words but fluently and stops a lot, mark
is still struggling with the paragraph. her/him as a child who is at the

paragraph level.

If s/he cannot correctly read at least 4 out of 5 words she chooses, then show her/him the list of letters.

» Ask the child to read any 5 letters from the list. Let her fhim choose the letters. If s/he does not choose then point out
letters to her fhim.

e Ifs/he can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 letters with ease, then show her/him the list of words again.

s [If s/he can read 4 out of 5 letters but cannot read words, then mark her /him as a child who ‘can read letters’.

® Ifs/he cannot read 4 out of 5 letters correctly, then mark her as a child as a ‘beginner” .

How to test General Knowledge ?

Urdu/Sindhi/Pashto

These questions should only be asked from children who have been marked at story level. The child

who has been able to read a story, should be asked two questions about the story and be marked

accordingly.

Ask the child to identify and tell names (in English) of any three pictures present in the box. If s/he

answers any two correctly, then mark her/him Yes, otherwise No.
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How to test English?

Capital Letters

Point one by one to at least 5 letters. Ask the child to identify the letters.

|

# If s/he correctly recognizes 4 out of 5 capital letters then show her /him the
list of small letters.

» If 5 /he reads capital letters but is struggling with identifying small letters,
then mark her/him as a child who can read ‘capital letters’.

If s/he is unable to recognize 4 out
of 5 capital letters from the list, then
mark her/him under the category
‘nothing”.

Point one by one to at least 5 letters . Ask her/him to identify the letters.

If s/he can recognize 4 out of 5 small letters with ease, If s/he reads small letters but is struggling with words,

then show her/him the list of words. then mark her/him as a child who can read ‘small letters’

Point one by one to at least 5 words. Ask her/him to identify words.

If sfhe correctly reads 4 out of 5 words, then show If s/he reads words but is struggling with reading
her/him the list of sentences. sentences, then mark her/him as ‘word" level child.

Ask her/him to read the 4 sentences. If s/he reads all 4 correctly, then mark her/him at the ‘sentence level’.
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Urdu Tools
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Beekungo: Mali 2013

Note: Children are administered reading tests in French and in a national language.

# Evaluation en lecture
Il y a deux tests de lecture : le test de lecture en francais et le test de lecture en langue nationale.

Etape 1 : Item « lettres »

L’enfant choisit librement et lit cing (05) lettres sur les

dix (10) de I'Item. S’il lit correctement quatre (04)

| C lettres sur les cing (05) choisies, il est performant et il

passe a I'item « Mots ». Sinon, son niveau est “RIEN”,

u S m t le relais marque O dans la colonne lecture et
I’évaluation en lecture s’arréte a ce niveau.

Etape 2 : Item « Mot »

L’enfant choisit librement et lit cing (05) mots
case bic féte route parmi les dix (10) de I'Ttem. Il est jugé performant
. 5’1l lit correctement guatre (04) mots sur les cing

papa plle (05) choisis. Le cas échéant. il passe a ['ltem
lu toto fil mere « Paragraphe ». Au cas contraire, son niveau est
lecture des « Lettres ». le relais marque 1 dans la

colonne lecture et 1I'évaluation en lecture s arréte a ce mveau.

Etape 3 : Item « Paragraphe »

Kalifa est le frére de Sata. 1 Le pere de Mamadou va a la chasse. 2
Tous les jours, ils vont 4 ["école. Hier. il a tu¢ un gros lapin.

Le dimanche. Sata lave les habits, Maman Sitan a prépare la viande.

Kalifa va au champ avec son pére. Mamadou a bien mange.

L’enfant choisit librement et lit un des deux paragraphes. S°il le lit bien. il passe a ['item « Texte ».
Simon. son niveau est lecture des « Mots ». le relais marque 2 dans la colonne lecture et ['évaluation en

lecture s’arréte a ce niveau.

Etape 4 : Item «Texte»

L’enfant doit lire tout le texte. S'1l le it
Le lundi 3 Octobre, c’est la rentrée des classes. Le

matin de bonne heure. Alou s’est lavé et a porté ses
habits neufs. Aprés le petit déjeuner, il est allé a
I"école. Partout. ¢’est des pleurs et des cris de joie. Tout
a coup. la cloche sonne. Tous les éléves rentrent en

correctement, il passe alors a 'item

« compréhension ». Sinon, il a un niveau
correspondant a la lecture de

« Paragraphes », le relais marque 3 dans la

colonne lecture et I"évaluation en lecture

s’arréte 4 ce niveau.

80



Etape 5 : Item « Compréhension»

S1 ’enfant lit correctement le texte on lw

ou a porté quoi?
preés le petit déjeuner, il est allé ou ?

pose les deux questions de compréhension

suivantes : Si17enfant répond correctement

aux deux questions, il est jugé performant
et son niveau correspond a «Compréhension » de texte. Le relais marque 5 dans la colonne lecture. Sinon,
il est au niveau « Texte », le relais marque 4 dans la colonne lecture et I’évaluation en lecture s’ arréte a ce

niveau.

NB : - L'exemple donné ici traite de I'évaluation de I'enfant en frangais. Cependant, la démarche
d’application des tests est la méme que I'on soit en train d’évaluer en francais ou en langue nationale.
Pour évaluer un enfant d’une classe a curriculum, la liberté lui est donnée de choisir la langue dans
laquelle il souhaite étre évalué (frangais ou langue nationale). - Il n y a pas d’interdépendance entre le
test de lecture et le test de calcul. Quel que soit le niveau de I’enfant dans I'un, il est également testé
dans 'autre.

Source: Rapport Annuel d’Evaluation des Apprentissages Scholares au Mali (Version Provisoire). Retrieved from
http://www.omaes.net/
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UWEZO: Kenya 2009

I. Literacy

A.Reading Tests

All children between the ages 6-16 years were given the reading test first in English
then in Kiswahili. Their reading skills were evaluated using an incremental method
that had four levels - letter, word, paragraph and story - with each stage serving as the
pre-requisite for the next.

Sample reading tests in English and Kiswahili

PARAGRAPH AYA

Atieno is my sister. Anna huamka asubuhi.
She is in class four. Yeye hunawa uso wake.
5he has a blue skirt. Kisha huwvaa sare yake.
She likes it very much. Alafu huenda shuleni.

B. Comprehension tests

Only children that completed the reading test at story (hadithi) level were given the
comprehension test.

Source: UWEZO Kenya 2010: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Kenya 2011

Testing English and Kiswahili Reading - Amos Kaburu

Using the assessment tools (Standard 2 level texts), reading of English and Kiswahili are assessed at four distinct levels of
difficulty. Levels: letter (silabi), words (maneno), paragraph (aya) and story (hadithi). Test administrators (Volunteers)
always begin at the paragraph (aya) level, and then move up to the story level (hadithi) or down to the words (manena)
depending on the competence of the child. The child is first assessed in English, and then Kiswahili. There are four test
samples for wvariability in households with more than one child to be tested. Both reading for fluency and for
comprehension areassessed atthe first 3 and last level respectively.

Table 4. How to assess reading and what criteria to use to categorize children

PARAGRAPH [AYA)

= fsk the child 1o read any paragraph. Listen carefully when the child reads.
= The child may read slowly.
START FROM HERE
= But as long as sfhe s reading the text like 5/he is reading a sentence rather than a string of words, categorize

—’ herfhim &3 a “para bevel™ child.
v v

I & child is reading very dowly and stops between woards for a long tirme, il &/he is reading the text like it i@ one ward Onee yau have decided that this child is
after another and therefore not reading the text like s/he is reading & sentence, then sfhe is not & “para level” child. & “para” level child, ask the child to
Then you should take the child one level lower and ask her/him to read wards, read the stary.

= sk the child to read any 5 words frarm the ward list. Let the child choose the words for themselves. If s/he *  Ithe child reads the stary fluently,
doed not choase, then point out the words to her/him. with ease and speed, mark her/fhim
a5 & “story level” child.
= Hafhe can correctly read at least 4 out of the 5 words with ease, then ask him/fher to try to read the paragraph . If the child is unable to read e
again. story fluently and stops a lot, mark
= Sfhe will be marked as a “werd level® child if she ean eorreetly read wards but is still struggling with the the child as a para child
paragraph.

Ask the child to read any 5 leters from the letters list. Let the child choose the letters for themsehees. If be/she does
nat choase, then point oul letters to himher.

I sfhe can correctly recognize at least 4 out of 5 letbers with ease, then show herfhim the list of words again.
Sihe will be marked 25 a “letter level” child if gfhe can read 4 aut af 5 letters but eannot read words.

I the child cannot recognize 4 out of 5 common letters from the letbers list, mark benhirm at a ‘nathing’ level child.
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English and Kiswahili Sample Tests

ETA

YA, OMa

Hadithi
Mismi rincites Muri hinssama shule ya
mrdings s Bahati, Mirasoma doresa la
pibi Miri hustnda shub ks
Jurtatetu hadi Tjuman, Jumassdi na
Tumapili i s B2 hupumsika, Shule
yElu i ya mesachan fo wovlna,
Winafuni mete huwan sere safi bila
sk, Shule pety ina modarats monone,
Tra iy roweiirras Sk A o
hiarars, Walimu wety memili wancishi
shuleni, Kura wmenjn msoja wa mpina,
Kuira miti mingi, myasi o maus, Shule
yangu ine welimu wakuri, Misapesds
shule yangu sans,
1My arasema derasa gosi?
2,Shule pe aking Mur ins fisi ngogi?

WIS aS0ma dyva yoyola
arakayechagaa

Moo djibu Maswali pom mamdi

READENO TEST

Letters Words

8 tua Lag

m % P
8 £ g et
L i asg hamal
B = map  mis

Thia chilk should atlemgl b reed arr Ty &

I like my hair,
T wash it en Sunday.

Tha child shodild Solact and
el any o Thel T par grapha

Peter and Mary live in Kitu, Kitui @ a
hat and sunmy plase, They always wear
light elathes, They like playing in the
sun, Thaty are happy whes if raing, Last
yeor it rained o lat, They belped ther
father plont some trees, Mather
plarted maine and Beons, There was o
It of fead, Mather teak same Soide T
the market, She sold i1 ond g3t a lat of
oy, Matrer used The maney T buy
shoes for s, Wi were all very hoppy

O, Where deed Peter live?
02, What did mether sell?

Tt chilled shaiibd amamed th beo
UG

Source: UWEZO Kenya 2011: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Tanzania 2010

Assessing literacy levels

In both literacy and numeracy tests, the aim of

the assessment was to find the highest level

reached by the child. The highest level reached

was recorded in the data book. Both the English

and Kiswahili tests had five sections. These are:

Letter recognition. Every letter
represents a particular sound. These
sounds are important to that particular
language. Therefore different languages
have different alphabets. When
assessing, volunteers were to point to
an alphabet and say “"What letter is
that?" If the child was able to identify
five alphabets correctly, he/she moved
to the next level.

Word recognition. In both English and
Kiswahili tests, there were ten words for
a child to read. A person doing the
assessment picks the words randomly
and asks the child to read the word. If a
child was able to read six words
correctly then the velunteer moved to
the next level. For a child to be judged
to have the ability to read the words,
he/she should be able to read words
accurately and automatically decode
them.

Sentence and Story Reading Levels. The
next level measured was the ability to
read a sentence and read a story. These
will be assessed as a combined skill as
they require the same ability. We have
kept the sentences short. Story level is
where sentences are read as a string
rather than each sentence separately.
The act of reading includes decoding
written words and letters, transforming
them into recognisable language, and
understanding their meaning. When
assessing a child’s reading ability, the
following were to be considered:
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1. Accuracy: words are read correctly,
without mispronunciations or
omissions. Accuracy also in terms of
stress, pitch variations, intonation,
rate, phrasing and pausing.

2. Fluency: A child who reads word by
word in a monotonous way has not
achieved necessary fluency levels. A
child who has achieved fluency
reads smoothly, pauses shortly after
a comma, pauses a bit longer at the
period mark, and uses the right
intonation and stress when a
sentence ends with a question mark
or exclamation mark.

* Comprehension: Those children who
had reached story level were asked
guestions to find out if they understood
what they read.

Kiswahili Test English Test

Source: UWEZO Tanzania 2010: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Tanzania 2011

English - Set 1 of 4

LETTERS / SOUNDS
v b
C k
e n
h a
s d

WORDS
boy leg
three come
girl book
cat house
milk bed

QUESTIONS:

1. Who is a good teacher?
2. Which pupils does Musa not like?

The child should choose any 5 words
and correctlly read atleast 4.
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PARAGRAPH (1)

Our school is good.
Boys play at school.
We sing good songs.
Then we go home.

The child should choose any 5 letters and correctly name at least 4.

PARAGRAPH (2)

Sara likes to read.
She writes in books.
She is my sister.

| like to play.

The child should choose either group
and read at least 3 sentences correctly.

STORY

Musa is a good teacher. He teaches us well. He comes to class in the morning. He does not
like lazy pupils. All the pupils at my school love him. | love him too.




Kiswahili - Seti 1ya 4

SILABI AYA (1)
v du Mimi ni mwanafunzi.
nywe mo Ninasoma darasa la pili.
kwa bi Mwalimu wetu anafundisha vizuri.
ji te Ninajua kusoma na kuandika.
fya cha

Mtoto asome silabi nne kati ya zozote tano atakazochagua.

MANENO AYA (1)
bata i Baba analima shamba.
kwetu chura Mama anapika chakula.
kuku ndoo Leo tutakula chakula kizuri.
taa fyeka Nitakula na rafiki yangu Baraka.
duka gari
Mtoto asome maneno manne Mtoto asome aya yoyote atakayochagua.

kati ya yoyote matano atakayochagua.

HADITHI
Hapo zamani Jongoo alikuwa na macho na Nyoka alikuwa na miguu. Siku moja nyoka alitaka
kwenda kwenye sherehe. Alimuomba Jongoo amuazime macho yake na yeye amwachie
miguu yake. Jongoo alikubali na kusisitiza kuwa akirudi amrudishie macho yake. Nyoka
aliahidi kumrudishia macho mara akirudi.

Nyoka alifurahi kuona ngoma na michezo mingi kwenye sherehe. Aliamua kutoroka na
macho ya Jongoo. Hadi hivi leo Jongoo hana macho.

MASWALI:
1. Hapo zamani nani alikuwa na macho?
2. Hadithi hii inatufundisha nini?

Source: UWEZO Tanzania 2011: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Uganda 2010

Administering the test in English (Reading) and in Arithmetic

The four developed sets of tests in English were produced at letter, words, paragraph and story
levels. During the administration of tests, volunteers started with the paragraph level and would
then rmove a level higher or lower depending on the child’s ability. Ability to fluently read words
was gauged on ease, speed and accuracy. At paragraph and story level fluency was gauged on
ability to read sentences accurately rather than as a string of words. Comprehension ability was

gauged on accuracy of the child to read the given story and correctly answer one of the two
questions given orally.

Sample of Literacy Test

Letter Identification, Word Level, Paragraph/Sentence Level, Story level, Questions:

Paragragh/sentence Level

1|0 W Y S This i our goat i e st oot ol e i 2k ot
She has b hids. fromschasl Due day we had 2 big malch. Tom bod
' : ot corne bn schnel tiat day The tracher west tn loak

h dallc b u SRl e T o v i o v
She feeds them well. teacher called Tam dram the garden. All pepils wene

. . haapy when Tom came. Oer School wan the maich. We

HAn eagle is 2 hird. danced the whole day.

cou | ma| | cor | | sin| pom o amsns
It eats small hirds.
It has 2 long besi. Where was Tom?

bus | | leg | | cup | | milk| | boy It ays eggs. \Why were the children dancing?

Source: UWEZO Uganda 2010: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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UWEZO: Uganda 2011

Administering the test in English (Reading) and in
numeracy

English reading test

The four developed sets of tests in English were produced at letter, words, paragraph and story levels. During
the administration of tests, volunteers started with the letter level and would then progress a level higher
depending on the child’s ability.  Ability to fluently read words was gauged on ease and accuracy. At
paragraph and story level fluency was gauged on ability to read sentences accurately rather than as a string
of words. Comprehension ability was gauged on accuracy of the child to read the given story and correctly
answer the guestions given orally.

Sample of reading test

Letter Identification, Word Level, Paragraph/Sentence Level, Story level, Questions:

Letter identification(Should attempt amy 5, Word level{Should att=mpt any 5, atleast 4 Paragraph/sentence Level
atleast 4 must be correct) : must Be comect) (Sheuld attenpt amy of the ? paragraphe)

i e d p da dig | |nose| |good| | leg | |foot-| Hr Opiois myuncle. | My name is Amina.

Heis a good man. | have a big ball.
play | | sick| | ball | |body| | cot| Hegavemea pen. Itis in my bag.

n S c f _g_ | like my pen. Mary gave it to me.
Sarah and |ane are good friends. They are pupils of Gulu Primary Schoal. Questions
Sarah plays nethall at school. Jane likes singing. Their teacher likes them. Wha is Sarah’s friend?
He took them to the zoo. They saw many animals. They were happy. What does Jane like?

Source: UWEZO Uganda 2011: Are Our Children Learning? Retrieved from www.uwezo.net
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